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Strategic  Plan  Initiatives  in  Action 

To  keep  our  readers  apprised  of  progress  In  the  implementation  of  Western  New  England's 
Strategic  Plan:  Individual  Focus.  Global  Perspectives.  A  Personal  Approach  to  a 
University  Education  2009-2018,  in  each  issue  of  The  Communicator,  we  share  with 
you  examples  of  how  we  are  acting  upon  the  Plan's  eight  "Strategic  Directions." 


DIRECTION  ONE:  Focus  on  multiple  aspects 
of  the  development  of  the  whole  student. 


Through  our  various  alumni  mentoring  programs,  the  University  is  acting  upon 
Direction  One:  Focus  on  multiple  aspects  of  the  development  of  the  whole 
student.  These  programs  foster  experiences  outside  the  classroom  that  connect 
students  to  alumni  who  serve  as  a  resource  for  career  development.  Our  formal 
mentoring  programs  include  the  following: 


Sophomore  Career  Connections 

IS  a  career  exploration  program  for 
sophomores  offered  jointly  by  the 
Office  of  First  Year  Students  & 
Students  in  Transition,  the  Career 
Center,  the  College  of  Business, 
and  the  Office  of  Alumni  Relations. 

AlumnlLinks  helps  College  of 
Business  seniors  gain  a  firsthand 
view  of  employment  fields  by 
connecting  with  alumni. 

Engineering  Mentors  is  kicked  off 
with  an  introductory  dinner  sponsored 
by  the  Alumni  Association  at  which 
60-70  alumni  engineers  meet  the 
freshman  class  of  engineers  to  begin 
a  yearlong  mentoring  program. 


RealTest  provides  Management 
and  Leadership  seniors  at  the 
College  of  Business  with  a  capstone 
exercise  that  invites  30-40  alumni 
and  community  volunteers  to  critique 
student  presentations  on  hypothetical 
managerial  situations. 

The  Management  Association  and 
Entrepreneurial  Club  invite  alumni 
speakers  to  meetings  to  provide 
students  with  an  opportunity  to 
practice  their  networking  skills  in 
a  friendly  environment. 


The  Job  Shadow  Experience  is  a 

program  offered  by  the  Law  Alumni 
Association  to  help  students  network 
with  professionals  and  expand  their 
understanding  of  the  practice  of  law 
outside  of  the  classroom. 

The  First-year  Mentoring  program 
pairs  first-year  law  students  with 
alumni  mentors  to  learn  about 
career  paths. 

The  Moot  Court  Judge  program 
invites  law  alumni  back  to  campus 
to  provide  feedback  to  students  as 
judges  of  moot  courtroom  sessions. 

Life-skills  and  Job  Search 
Programs: 

•  Life  101  or  Living  on  a  Budget 
After  You  Graduate 

•  Plan  for  Success:  Career 
Strategies  Seminar 


To  participate  in  these  programs,  contact  alumwne@wne.edu. 
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ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  The  mission  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Western  New  England  University  is  to  communicate  with  and  bring  value  to 
MISSION  STATEMENT    the  alumm  body  and  to  support  actively  and  financially  the  goals  of  the  University  as  detailed  in  its  Mission  Statement. 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE, 


"By  carefully  stewarding  our 
resources  during  challen^ng 
economic  times,  we  have  been 
able  to  plan  for  the  future 
confidently  We  have  much 
to  be  proud  of  and  more  of 
the  best  is  yet  to  come." 


ON  APRIL  3,  2012,  IT  WAS  WITH  GREAT  PLEASURE  THAT  THE  UNIVERSITY 
community  came  together  in  D'Amour  Library  to  celebrate  the  publication  of  Western  New 
England:  From  College  to  University — A  Retrospective:  1919-201 1 .  This  history  of  our  institu- 
tion, which  you  can  read  about  in  this  issue  of  The  Con\municator,  chronicles  our  evolution 
from  the  University's  modest  beginnings  in  191Q  to  the  nationally  recognized  status  it  has 
achieved  today. 

It  IS  indeed  interesting  to  reflect  on  Western  New  England's  exponential  transformation 
and  grov\'th,  and  to  contemplate  our  accomplishments  and  aspirations  as  wc  approach  our 
centennial  in  2019. 

This  IS  truly  an  exciting  time  on  campus.  The  new  College  of  Pharmacy  admitted  and  welcomed 
Its  first  class  last  fail.  We  also  launched  our  second  doctoral  program — in  Engineering  Man- 
agement. A  second  School  of  Law  LLM  program,  in  Closely-held  Businesses,  has  received  both 
ABA  and  state  approval.  It  has  also  been  approved  to  be  offered  fully  online  by  our  regional 
accreditors.  We  will  introduce  an  online  Master  of  Arts  in  Communication  with  a  Public  Rela- 
tions Concentration  in  2013.  Our  new  CivA  Engineering  major  coming  this  fall  is  among  many 
recently  established  undergraduate  majors,  including  Amencan  Studies,  Arts  and  Entertainment 
Management,  Entrepreneurship,  Neuroscience,  and  Pharmaceutical  Business.  We  will  continue 
to  grow  and  further  de\'elop  new  programs  and  deepen  our  research  capabilities. 

Our  new  Center  for  the  Sciences  and  Pharmac)'  is  an  in\nting  and  inspiring  place  to  teach  and 
learn.  HaNing  all  the  sciences  together  encourages  collaborations  between  these  disciplines. 
At  present,  we  are  renovating  one  of  the  oldest  buildings  on  campus,  Herman  Hall,  and  we 
plan  to  renovate  Sleith  Hall  to  further  enhance  the  learning  en\'ironment  and  ensure  a  premier 
educational  experience  for  College  of  Engineering  students. 

By  carefully  stewarding  our  resources  dunng  challenging  economic  times,  we  have  been  able 
to  plan  for  the  future  confidently  We  have  much  to  be  proud  of,  and  more  of  the  best  is  yet 
to  come. 

The  residual  effects  of  the  recession,  however,  have  prompted  many  parents  and  students 
across  the  countr)-  to  question  the  return  they  will  get  for  their  investment  in  a  college  or  uni- 
versity education.  And,  over  the  past  few  years,  more  and  more  media  attention  has  been  de- 
voted to  the  question  of  whether  or  not  higher  education  is  even  worth  pursuing. 

Is  the  N'alue  of  a  university  education  overrated?  Certainly  not  a  Western  New  England 
University  education!  I  in\nte  you  to  read,  m  the  following  pages,  what  makes  this  institution 
so  special. 

Studies  on  the  financial  benefits  of  a  college  degree  suggest  that  college  and  university  grad- 
uates earn  $800,000  to  $2  miUion  more  in  a  lifetime  than  high  school  graduates.  There  are 
also  many  other  benefits:  college  students  develop  critical  thinking  skills  that  last  a  lifetime. 
The  real  impact  of  a  university  education  is  seen  in  the  years  after  graduation,  when  alumni 
are  prepared  for  not  only  the  fast-paced  changes  of  the  job  market,  but  also  for  life  as 
informed  citizens. 

Through  the  initiatives  outlined  in  the  University's  Strate^c  Plan,  Western  New  England  is 
strongly  positioned  to  de\-elop  talented  students  for  the  workforce  of  today  and  tomorrow. 
We  remain  faithful  to  our  duty  to  build  for  the  future.  The  pages  within  this  very  magazine 
contain  superb  examples  of  graduates  who  ha\'e  gone  on  to  fulfilling  careers  in  a  variety  of 
fields.  Just  look  at  the  articles  in  this  edition  and  the  Class  Notes,  and  you  will  see  why  we  are 
so  proud  of  our  alumni. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony  S.  Caprio 


A  Gift  to  The  Annual  Fund 
for  Western  New  England: 
A  Guarantee  That  You  Will  Touch 
the  Lives  of  Students 

Elizabeth  Walsh  '1 2,  a  Communication  major,  was  the  kind  of  student  for  whom  the 
term  "exceptional"  is  no  exaggeration.  The  recipient  of  the  Andrew  J.  Mulcahy 
Leadership  Award,  Liz  also  earned  the  Grand  Skookum  Award,  the  highest  honor  of 
the  Alumni  Association  Skookum  Award  of  Excellence.  She  was  a  member  of 
numerous  honor  societies  and  served  as  Student  Senate  president. 


But  it  was  Liz's  service-oriented  activities  that 
are  truly  exceptional  in  their  impact  on  the  Uni- 
versity and  on  the  Springfield  area.  A  peer  advi- 
sor to  22  freshmen,  she  also  worked  as  an 
orientation  group  leader  for  the  Class  of  2014. 
"It  is  my  hope  that  my  involvement  in  the  Uni- 
versity experience  of  first-year  students  has  al- 
lowed them  to  have  as  great  of  an  experience 
at  Western  New  England  as  I  have  had,"  she 
says. 

Among  her  many  off-campus  volunteer  experi- 
ences was  helping  build  a  new  house  for  a  family 
in  need  in  an  episode  of  ABC-TV's  Extreme 
Makeover:  Home  Edition  (pictured  below). 

Gifts  to  The  Annual  Fund  for  Western  New  Eng- 
land literally  made  Liz's  education  here  possible, 
from  academics  to  cocurricular  opportunities  to 
financial  aid  to  the  close-knit  atmosphere  for 
which  the  University  is  well  known. 

"I  chose  Western  New  England  University 
because  of  its  strong  sense  of  community, "  she 
says.  "Also,  out  of  the  schools  I  applied  to, 
Western  New  England  University  gave  me  the 
best  financial  package." 

By  giving  back  through  The  Annual  Fund  for 
Western  New  England,  you  enable  students 
such  as  Liz  to  thrive  and  give  back  to  their  com- 
munity— on  campus  and  beyond. 


To  make  a  gift,  visit  www.wne.edu/giving, 
call  800-325-1122,  ext.  1335, 
or  send  a  check,  payable  to: 

Western  New  England  University 
Advancement  Division 
1215  Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield,  MA  01 119 
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Western  New  England  University  is  commit- 
ted to  the  pnnciple  of  equal  opportunity  in 
education  and  employment.  The  University 
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race,  color,  creed,  national  origin,  age,  reli- 
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tion policies:  Assistant  Vice  President  and 
Director  of  Human  Resources,  Western  New 
England  University,  1215  Wilbraham  Road, 
Springfield,  MA  01 1 19-2684.  Inquiries  con- 
cerning the  application  of  nondiscrimination 
policies  may  also  be  referred  to  the  Regional 
Director  Office  for  Civil  Rights,  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Education,  J.W.  IVIcCormack  PO.C.H., 
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BY  MARY  McLEAN  ORSZULAK  G'10 


To  Protect  and  Serve 

The  Changing  Face  of  21st  Century  Criminal 
Justice  and  Forensic  Science  Investigation 


EFORE  THAT  FATEFUL  DAY  SEPTEMBER  11,2001,  "Home- 
land Security"  was  a  foreign  term  to  most  Amencans.  Over 
a  decade  later,  it  has  become  a  part  of  our  vernacular  As  we 
have  adapted  to  a  world  in  which  we  are  more  vigilant  about 
personal  safety  and  national  security,  so  too  have  those  we 
entrust  to  protect  them:  our  law  enforcement  and  forensic 
professionals. 

Western  New  England's  Quinn  Bill  approved  Criminal  Justice 
major  reflects  the  changing  scope  of  criminal  justice. 

Today,  its  evolving  curriculum  places  new  emphasis  on  the  devel- 
opment of  technology,  research,  analysis,  report  writing,  and  oral  com- 
munication skills  for  21st  centun/  cnminal  justice  careers. 

The  program  has  seen  a  surge  of  interest  in  recent  years,  most 
notably  since  it  introduced  concentrations  in  Terronsm  and 
Homeland  Security,  Crime  and  Society,  and  Criminal 
Investigation  in  2010.  The  incoming  freshman  class 
of  201 1  was  almost  double  the  previous  year's, 
and  in  2012  it  was  our  largest  major 

"Students  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  gain 
a  competitive  edge  though  the  unique  concen- 
trations we  offer,"  says  Dr  Denise  Gosselin, 
chair  of  the  Department  of  Criminal  Justice 
and  Sociology. 


The  Department  is  also  expanding  the 
Sociology  major  with  a  Crime  and  Society 
concentration.  Ideal  for  transfer  students, 
It  was  developed  in  consultation  with  fac- 
ulty from  local  community  colleges. 

Qualified  students  may  also  fast  track 
to  complete  both  a  bachelor's  degree  and 
a  Master  of  Science  in  Policing  degree  in 
our  combined  five-year  program.  Courses 
range  from  Applied  Data  Analysis  to  Fis- 
cal Management. 

The  growth  of  forensic  science  has  also 
fueled  a  need  for  specialized  education. 
Western  New  England  introduced  a  major 
n  Forensic  Chemistry  in  2005  and  Foren- 
sic Biology  in  2007.  "Cooperation  and  in- 
teraction with  the  School  of  Law,  College 
of  Engineenng,  and  the  Department  of 
Criminal  Justice  and  Sociology  make  the 
experiences  appropriate  and  better  pre- 
pare the  forensic  students  for  real  world 
applications  of  their  scientific  knowledge 
in  a  legal  setting,"  says  John  Drawee,  as- 
sistant professor  of  physical  and  biological 
sciences.  "Because  of  the  interaction  be- 
tween these  various  University  compo- 
nents. Western  New  England  offers  a 
forensic  science  education  that  few  others 
can  provide." 

In  this  issue  of  The  Communicator,  we 
showcase  three  dynamic  alumni  who  re- 
flect the  changing  face  of  21st  century 
cnminal  justice  and  forensic  investigation. 


ICK  CHASE  '01  IS  A  DETECTIVE  IN 
the  Intelligence  Division  of  the  New 
York  City  Police  Department  in  the 
Leads  Investigation  Unit.  His  job  is 
to  investigate  foreign  and  domestic 
threats  to  the  security  of  his  adopted  city. 

A  native  of  Wilbraham,  MA,  Rick  was 
a  nontraditional  student  at  Western  New 
England,  returning  to  the  classroom  after 
many  years  of  military  service,  including 
working  in  the  Military  Police  and  as  a 
special  agent  in  Criminal  Investigation. 

"I  could  have  gone  to  state  schools  for 
free,  but  I  really  liked  what  the  Western 
New  England  program  had  to  offer,"  Rick 
recalls.  "I  talked  to  quite  a  few  professors 
when  I  went  to  orientation.  I  liked  their 
backgrounds  and  the  links  they  had  to 
law  enforcement." 

Rick  was  particularly  drawn  to  psychol- 
ogy and  sociology  courses  that  taught 
him  the  interpersonal  skills  he  would 
come  to  rely  on  daily  as  he  assesses  wit- 
ness credibility  and  potential  threats. 

He  also  gained  insight  from  his  class- 
mates, many  of  whom  were  working  law 
enforcement  officers.  "Listening  to  them 
talk  about  what  they'd  expenenced  in  their 
careers — the  negatives  and  the  positives — 
and  how  they  adjusted  their  careers 
accordingly  was  really  valuable,"  says  Rick. 

A  year  after  graduation.  Rick  joined  the 
New  York  City  Police  Department  and  in 
2005  transferred  to  the  Intelligence  Divi- 


sion. He  became  a  member  of  the  Leads 
Investigation  Unit  in  2010. 

"We  deal  with  antiterrorism  through 
NYCSAFE,  the  tips  line  where  we  take  in 
any  information  with  intelligence  such  as 
bomb  threats,"  he  explains.  "For  exam- 
ple, reports  of  suspicious  individuals — 
people  taking  pictures  of  bridges  or 
tunnels  where  they're  not  supposed  to 
be."  His  department's  efforts  are  corre- 
lated with  the  Office  of  Homeland  Secu- 
rity and  the  Joint  Terrorism  Task  Force, 
which  IS  a  mixture  of  the  NYPD  and  the 
FBI.  "We  also  deal  with  customs  border 
patrol — It  runs  the  full  gamut  of  local, 
state,  and  federal  agencies,"  says  Rick. 

Rick  enjoys  the  camaraderie  of  his  job 
and  the  constant  challenge  of  facing  the 
unexpected. 

"Your  day  can  very  quickly  go  from 
zero  to  100  miles  an  hour  and  be  turned 
completely  upside  down.  Sometimes  you 
get  a  one-word  sentence  from  someone 
who  makes  a  complaint  and  you  can  turn 
that  word  into  a  case  folder  that's  four 
inches  thick,"  says  Rick.  His  unit  covers 
the  entire  city  and  may  follow  leads  into 
adjoining  states. 

Rick  IS  pleased  to  see  that  Terrorism 
and  Homeland  Security  have  been  added 
to  the  curriculum  at  Western  New  Eng- 
land. "Terrorism  wasn't  a  huge  part  of 
criminal  justice  when  I  was  in  school. 
Here  in  New  York,  antiterrorism  was  on 


the  radar  since  the  first  World  Trade  Cen- 
ter bombing  in  1 993,  but  not  to  the  extent 
that  it  is  today,"  he  observes. 

Rick  believes  today's  detectives  need 
to  be  diligent,  highly  organized,  possess 
strong  computer  proficiency,  excel  in  re- 
port writing,  and  be  good  public  commu- 
nicators to  speak  to  witnesses,  testify,  or 
even  handle  the  media. 

Western  New  England  is  addressing 
those  needs  through  courses  that  focus  on 
research  and  applied  expenences.  Accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Gosselin,  "Law  enforcement 
education  has  become  more  sophisticated. 
To  better  prepare  our  students,  even/ 
graduating  senior  now  participates  in  a 
capstone  project  and  oral  presentation." 

Her  students  can  look  to  Rick  to  see 
how  law  enforcement  officers  can  apply 
those  skills  in  Homeland  Security.  For 
Rick,  the  field  offers  unlimited  opportu- 
nity for  career  growth,  and  he  is  content 
to  put  down  roots  in  NYC. 

Those  roots  now  include  a  daughter 
who  has  given  Rick  a  new  perspective  on 
the  world  and  also  toward  his  chosen  ca- 
reer. "Being  a  parent  gives  me  a  reason 
to  work  hard  every  day  knowing  that 
when  my  daughter  grows  up  things  will 
hopefully  be  better  and  safer  for  her, "  he 
says.  "Unfortunately,  the  threat  will  still 
be  there." 

Continued  on  next  page 
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To  Protect  and  Serve 


Forensic  Science 
Comes  of  Age: 

Lynn  Schneeweis  '01 


1 


HE  YEAR  WAS  1994.  THE  CASE 
was  People  of  the  State  of  California 
V.  Orenttial  James  Simpson,  which 
would  come  to  be  known  as  the 
'Trial  of  the  Century."  Newsweek 
magazine  called  it  "The  Trail  of  Blood"  for 
Its  groundbreaking  use  of  DNA  evidence. 

DNA  testing  was  treated  with  skepti- 
cism back  then.  To  the  general  public,  it 
wasn't  considered  proven  science,  but  an 
untried  new  technology— something  the 
so-called  Simpson  "Dream  Team"  de- 
fense played  to  their  advantage.  Nearly  20 
years  later,  thanks  to  the  popularity  of 
crime  shows  such  as  CSI,  juries  not  only 
have  come  to  accept  DNA  evidence:  they 
expect  It  to  deliver  the  proverbial  biological 
"smoking  gun." 

Lynn  Schneeweis  '01  knows  the  real 
capabilities  and  limitations  of  DNA  test- 
ing. The  2001  graduate  of  the  Biology 
program  currently  serves  as  a  supervisor 
in  the  DNA  Unit  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Police  Crime  Lab  in  Maynard. 

Working  in  a  DNA  testing  lab  was 
never  on  her  radar  until  she  participated 
in  an  internship.  "I  got  really  lucky,"  says 
Lynn.  "I  took  a  couple  of  Criminal  Justice 
courses  to  fill  some  electives.  Al  Ingham 
[professor  and  assistant  dean  of  the 
College  of  Arts  and  Sciences]  encouraged 
me  to  try  an  internship  with  the  State 
Police  and  I  thought  it  would  be  fun. 
Thanks  to  Dean  Ingham  and  Professor 
Robert  Holdsworth,  I  was  able  to  get  in 
and  I  loved  it.  That  set  me  on  the  path 
that  I'm  on  today." 

Inspired  by  Cnminal  Justice  courses  and 
her  internship,  Lynn  earned  a  master's  de- 
gree in  Forensic  Science  from  the  Univer- 


sity of  New  Haven  in 
2003.  The  Massachu- 
setts State  Police  was 
hiring  and  she  made  the 
cut.  "Even/thing  fell  into  place,"  says  Lynn. 

Lynn  enjoys  working  on  the  leading 
edge  of  forensic  investigation  with  DNA 
evidence.  "It  really  was  the  OJ  trial  that 
launched  DNA  testing  into  the  forefront," 
she  says.  "  It  existed  in  a  different  capacity 
20  years  ago,  but  the  technological  ad- 
vances that  have  happened  just  in  the  last 
decade  or  two  are  amazing.  They  allow  us 
to  take  the  science  and  really  use  it  in  a 
practical  application  that  now  even/one 
knows  and  understands.  Just  in  our  life- 
time we've  gone  from  only  being  able  to 
say  that  the  donor  of  a  bloodstain  at  a 
crime  scene  was  a  Type  A  blood  type  to 
basically  being  able  to  match  the  DNA  pro- 
file from  biological  evidence  left  at  a  scene 
to  the  DNA  profile  from  an  individual." 

Massachusetts  has  two  mam  crime 
labs,  one  in  Maynard  and  one  in  Sudbury, 
as  well  as  satellite  labs  throughout  the 
Commonwealth. 

Lynn's  is  a  full-service  lab  that  includes 
units  that  perform  testing  in  both  forensic 
biology  and  forensic  chemistry.  While 
other  units  work  with  such  evidence  as 
fingerprints  or  ballistics,  Lynn's  unit  fo- 
cuses on  biological  evidence.  "We  work 
on  almost  any  kind  of  crime,"  says  Lynn, 
"from  a  B&E  [breaking  and  entering]  case 
where  perpetrators  may  have  cut  them- 
selves and  left  blood  at  a  scene  to  as- 
saults or  homicides — any  case  with  DNA 
evidence  is  fair  game  for  us." 

Lynn,  who  often  testifies  on  her  re- 
sults, is  quick  to  stress  that  forensics  is 


science  pure  and  simple.  "I  don't  have  a 
vested  interest  in  what  the  result  of  the 
DNA  testing  is, "  she  says.  "  I  am  going  to 
give  you  what  the  result  is  whether  it 
supports  the  theory  of  law  enforcement 
or  whether  it  doesn't — it's  the  science. 
My  job  IS  to  be  the  impartial  scientist." 

Lynn  balances  her  career  with  involve- 
ment in  the  University  community.  Since 
2002  she  has  been  the  assistant  coach  to 
the  women's  swim  team. 

She  IS  proud  to  see  the  growth  in  the 
University's  science  offerings  and  the 
construction  of  the  Center  for  the  Sci- 
ences and  Pharmacy  in  2011.  "This 
spring,  I  did  a  guest  lecture  in  one  of  the 
forensic  classes  that  is  taught  by  Profes- 
sor Drawee.  In  201 1,  I  taught  one  of  the 
introductory  forensic  courses  in  the  Crim- 
inal Justice  program,  so  I've  kept  my 
hand  in  the  academic  part  of  the  Univer- 
sity, too." 

Lynn  sees  a  promising  future  for  foren- 
sic careers  in  state  or  municipal  labs,  the 
militan/,  or  in  private  labs.  While  there  will 
be  a  lot  of  competition  for  jobs  in  forensics 
due  to  Its  populanty,  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  predicts  "employment  of  foren- 
sic science  technicians  is  expected  to 
grow  by  1 9%  from  201 0  to  2020. " 

Lynn  jokes  she  often  tells  people  who 
are  interested  in  going  into  forensic  sci- 
ence this:  "Remember  when  you  sat  in 
certain  classes  in  college  and  wondered, 
'when  am  I  ever  going  to  use  this?'  In  this 
field,  you're  going  to  use  it." 


Rollin'  Down  the  Highway: 

Alia  Andrews  '06 
Goes  Back  to  Colorado 


COLORADO  STATE  PATROL  Trooper 
Alia  Andrews  '06  didn't  grow  up 
dreaming  of  being  a  police  officer.  She 
dreamt  of  being  a  cowgirl  on  a  dude 
ranch  in  the  Rocky  Mountains — 
something  she  had  the  chance  to  experi- 
ence dunng  summer  breaks  from  Western 
New  England.  Today  she  drives  a  patrol  car, 
"rollin'  down  the  highway"  as  the  Ozark 
Mountain  Daredevils  Colorado  Song  goes, 
maintaining  safety  and  security  along  the 
Colorado  interstate  and  its  tnbutanes. 

Alia  chose  the  Criminal  Justice  pro- 
gram because  she  thought  it  would  be 
fascinating,  but  didn't  see  herself  ever 
weahng  a  badge.  All  that  changed  when 
Professor  John  Claffey  encouraged  her  to 
apply  to  the  Commonwealth's  Basic  Re- 
serve Intermittent  Police  Academy.  After 
she  graduated.  Alia  was  hired  as  a  sum- 
mer special  officer  in  Orleans,  MA. 

Her  other  strong  influence  was  her 
uncle,  former  Granby,  MA,  Police  Chief 
Louis  Barry,  an  adjunct  faculty  member  in 
the  Department  of  Criminal  Justice  and 
Sociology.  "If  it  weren't  for  my  uncle,  I'd 
be  a  dude  ranch  bum  today,"  laughs  Alia. 

Alia  fell  in  love  with  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains during  her  dude  ranch  experience  in 
Colorado  and  longed  to  return. 

In  2007,  she  learned  of  a  job  opening 
in  the  Colorado  State  Patrol  and  flew  out 
for  several  interviews.  She  went  through 
the  Colorado  State  Police  Academy  and 
has  been  on  the  force  for  five  and  a  half 
years. 

Alia  spent  three  years  working  the 
roadways  in  the  state's  Golden  Troop 
Office  before  being  selected  to  join  the 
newly  formed  Immigration  Enforcement 
Unit.  Created  by  a  state  legislature  man- 


date, the  unit  is  a  cross-designated 
immigration  and  customs  enforce- 
ment task  force  focused  on  inter- 
dicting human  trafficking  and 
human  smuggling. 

Bordered  by  Arizona,  Colorado  is 
a  crossroads  for  drug  and  human 
traffickers  heading  east  or  west. 

While  she  also  makes  stops  to  inter- 
cede with  accidents,  hit  and  runs,  and 
DUIs,  Alia  spends  a  great  deal  of  time  on 
interdictions.  Human  trafficking  is  a  fed- 
eral crime.  Depending  on  the  charges. 
Alia  may  be  called  to  testify  in  state  or 
federal  court  often  for  multiple  charges. 

The  sheer  volume  of  cases  and  the 
challenge  of  seeing  her  arrests  result  in 
convictions  can  be  daunting  to  a  results- 
oriented  person  like  Alia.  As  a  student 
at  Western  New  England,  she  was  very 
active  in  cocurriculars  and  was  a  member 
of  the  women's  lacrosse  team.  "I  liked 
helping  people  and  knowing  that  I  had 
made  a  difference  in  someone's  life,"  re- 
calls Alia,  who  was  a  first  year  seminar 
assistant  and  tutor.  "My  goal  was  to  have 
one  person  from  a  class  I  mentored  re- 
member me  and  feel  I  had  made  a  differ- 
ence in  his  or  her  life,"  she  says. 

But  Alia  isn't  facing  the  challenges 
alone.  After  attending  a  state-sponsored 
conference  for  female  officers,  she 
and  several  colleagues  developed  the 
Women's  Resource  Network. 

As  a  member  of  the  Network's  Confer- 
ence Committee,  Alia  is  assisting  with  the 
planning  of  the  group's  third  annual  con- 
ference. "We  all  get  together  for  a  couple 
of  days  to  go  through  training  and  listen 
to  speakers,"  says  Alia.  "It's  been  ven/ 
positive  and  supportive  because  most  of 


the  women  officers  are  used  to  working 
primarily  with  men.  We've  learned  that  we 
can  use  each  other  as  a  resource.  The  ca- 
maraderie and  support  has  been  like  noth- 
ing else." 

Alia  enjoys  the  freedom  of  patrolling 
Colorado's  highways,  but  is  uncertain 
where  the  next  phase  of  her  career  will 
take  her.  She  has  an  interest  in  earning  a 
master's  degree  and  would  like  to  explore 
opportunities  to  become  an  educator  or 
mentor  in  her  field  as  she  did  as  a  student 
at  Western  New  England. 

She  is  not  one  for  wearing  rose-colored 
glasses.  Dealing  with  day-to-day  realities 
on  the  job  such  as  recidivism  and  bureau- 
cracy is  part  of  the  challenge  of  law  en- 
forcement. Alia  recognizes  that  her  role 
IS  simply  to  enforce  the  law;  she  cannot 
control  the  societal  issues  that  compel 
people  to  smuggle  drugs,  risk  their  lives 
and  the  lives  of  their  children  to  cross  bor- 
ders to  escape  poverty,  or  endanger  inno- 
cent people  when  they  drive  using  drugs 
or  alcohol.  All  she  can  do  is  to  put  on  her 
uniform  each  day  and  try  to  make  a  dif- 
ference in  the  many  lives  she  touches — 
one  person  at  a  time. 

"I  know  every  single  person  that  I  deal 
with  isn't  going  to  remember  me,"  says 
Alia,  "but  I  can  think  of  at  least  a  couple 
of  instances  where  I  probably  really  did 
save  someone's  life."  ■ 


student  Laura  Russell  in  London  for  the  Sophomore  Experience  Abroad 


Thanks  to  technology,  no  generation  has 
been  more  connected  to  the  broader  world 
than  today's  college  students.  Through 
increased  international  programnning, 
Western  New  England  University  is 
preparing  our  students  to  make  the  most 
of  such  unprecedented  opportunities  to 
expand  their  worldview — personally 
and  professionally. 


.Global 
Awareness 

OPENS  A  WORLD  OF  OPPORTUNITY 


BY  MARY  McLEAN  ORSZULAK  G'10 


SINCE  THE  TURN  OF  THE  21ST  CENTURY,  WESTERN 
New  England  has  taken  an  increasingly  international 
approach  to  education  on  all  fronts — from  expanded  study 
abroad  opportunities  to  curricular  developnnent.  With  the 
introduction  of  the  Strategic  Plan  2009-2018.  those  efforts 
were  formalized  in  the  Plan's  Direction  Four:  Promote  and  support 
Western  New  England's  distinctive  vision  for  internationalization 
throughout  our  entire  community. 

The  direction  outlined  our  challenge:  "If  Western  New  England 
wants  to  play  a  role  in  helping  set  and  contribute  to  the  educational 
agenda,  we  must  support,  promote,  and  increase  the  opportunity  for 
faculty  and  students  to  seek  educational  experiences  abroad.  Recip- 
rocally, we  must  encourage  and  support  international  students  and 
faculty  to  come  to  our  campus." 

Armed  with  this  roadmap  to  increased  internationalization,  the  Inter- 
national Programs  Coordinating  Committee  (IPCC),  a  faculty  and  staff 
advisopy-  body,  produced  an  International  Course  Guide  to  inspire 
and  assist  professors  in  the  development  of  faculty-led  short-term 
international  travel  courses.  This  summer  alone,  the  University  is  offer- 
ing travel  courses  to  Botswana/South  Africa,  Guatemala,  Ireland  (two- 
tnps:  Psychology  and  Business),  and  London  (three-trips:  two  Cultures 
Courses  and  a  Business — London  Olympics  course). 

Interest  in  semester-long  study  abroad 
continues  to  increase  with  Australia, 
Scotland,  France,  and  Japan  being  popu- 
lar destinations  this  year.  The  Sophomore 
Experience  Abroad  semester  in  London 
has  been  inundated  with  applicants  in 
just  its  third  year.  Students  also  have  op- 
portunities to  study  abroad  through  the 
Social  Work  and  even  Athletics  programs. 

In  2009,  Dr.  Richard  Keating  was  hired 
as  vice  president  for  the  Division  of  Strate-  ^'^^^^'^  "^^^^'"9 
gic  Initiatives,  which  assists  the  president  in  implementing  key 
directions  of  the  Strategic  Plan,  most  notably  in  the  areas  of  interna- 
tionalizing the  campus,  and  assisting  the  faculty  in  developing  new  de- 
gree programs  and  partnerships.  Two  centers  within  the  division  serve 
as  "incubators"  for  new  programming,  the  Centers  for  International- 
ization and  Academic  Initiatives. 


In  conjunction  with  a  12-day  trip  to  Europe,  members  of  tine  2011  men's  soccer  team  took  a  course 
focused  on  the  impact  of  sport  on  the  Italian  Renaissance,  cotaught  by  Chair  of  the  Department  of 
Sport  Management  Sharianne  Walker. 


A  Growing  International 
Enrollment  Enriches 
Campus  Life 


Katharine  Clair 
with  Engineering 
Management 
graduate  student 
Karthik  Murali 


Katharine  Clair  signed  on  in  201 1  as  international 
student  coordinator,  assisting  international  stu- 
dents witii  everything  from  rides  to  campus 
from  Logan  Airport  to  opening  bank  accounts, 
getting  driver's  licenses,  or  just  lending  a  caring 
ear  when  they  are  feeling  homesick.  She  also 
coordinates  visits  by  international  speakers  and 
groups,  social  events  and  trips,  an  International  film  series,  and  an 
online  newsletter. 

"In  the  spring,  we  welcomed  12  new  graduate  and  undergraduate 
students.  This  year  we  have  enrolled  students  from  China,  France, 
India,  Iran,  Russia,  Saudi  Arabia,  Iceland,  Macedonia,  and  Vietnam," 
says  Clair. 

Six  internationals  are  degree-seeking  students,  studying  in  a  variety 
of  undergraduate  and  graduate  disciplines — including  the  iVIaster  of 
Science  in  Behavior  Analysis  program.  "We  also  had  six  students  with 
us  as  part  of  an  exchange  program  with  Ecole  Superieure  du  Com- 
merce Exterieur-Paris  (ESCE),  a  business  school  in  Paris,"  she  says. 
"In  total.  Western  New  England  University  now  has  39  international 
students  from  over  16  countnes  representing  four  continents  around 
the  world! " 

The  institution's  transition  from  a  college  to  university  has  been  piv- 
otal in  helping  Keating's  office  and  University  international  admissions 
recruiters  attract  foreign  students  to  our  campus,  but  it  has  also 
helped  with  the  development  of  partnerships  with  international  insti- 
tutions such  as  ESCE  in  Paris,  the  New  England  Center  for  Children's 
campus  in  Dubai,  and  Shandong  University  in  China  to  expand  study 
abroad  and  exchange  opportunities  for  both  students  and  faculty. 


French  exchange  students  on  campus  from  the 
^fiaj» Superieure  du  Qommerce  Exterieur-Paris 


Expanding  Our  Worldview 
in  the  Classroom — and  Beyond 

The  University  has  developed  or  enhanced  academic 
programs  to  prepare  students  to  work  with  interna- 
tional businesses  and  organizations  domestically. 
The  College  of  Business  will  reintroduce  the  Inter- 
national Business  major  this  fall.  Its  Center  for  In- 
ternational Sport  Business  draws  world-renowned 
speakers  to  campus. 

The  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences  continues  to  offer 
the  International  Studies  major  with  concentrations 
in  Developing  Societies,  Economics  and  Commerce, 
and  European  Area.  With  a  focus  on  improving  the 
delivery  of  Third  World  Healthcare,  the  now  annual 
trip  to  Guatemala  is  open  to  students  in  all  majors 
from  Pre-pharmacy  to  Engineering.  Last  fall,  the 
School  of  Law  established  an  International  Human 
Rights  Clinic  to  provide  experiential  learning  oppor- 
tunities for  our  law  students. 

In  2013  the  University  will  offer  a  Global  Scholars 
program,  which  will  include  specialized  international 
coursework  and  travel  components. 

For  many  years  the  Office  of  Diversity  Programs  and 
Services  was  the  gateway  to  campus  for  interna- 
tional students.  Today,  those  bonds  remain  strong 
through  programs  such  as  United  &  Mutually  Equal, 
the  Connections  Mentoring  program  for  diversity 
and  international  students,  World  Fest,  and  the 
Caribbean  Food  Fest. 

Dr.  Keating  asserts  that  it  is  such  exchanges  of  ideas 
and  cultures  that  is  key  to  making  internationaliza- 
tion of  the  University  beneficial  to  both  our  domestic 
and  international  students. 

"If  we  are  truly  committed  to  internationalizing  our 
community,  we  must  expose  our  students  to  a  vari- 
ety of  international  experiences  before  graduation 
and  their  inevitable  assimilation  into  the  global 
workforce,"  says  Dr.  Keating.  "One  of  the  great  ben- 
efits of  study  abroad  programs  is  that  they  expose 
our  domestic  students  to  new  and  exciting  commu- 
nities. When  a  student  becomes  a  classmate  and 
personal  friend  of  a  fellow  student  that  may  have 
once  been  perceived  as  'different,'  his  or  her  world 
just  became  a  bit  more  enriched."  ■ 


BY  MARY  McLEAN  ORSZULAK  G'10 


Retiring  Longtime 
Faculty  Leave 
Lasting  Legacy 


Collectively,  these  retiring  faculty 
members  have  impacted  thousands 
of  lives  through  their  teaching. 
Individually,  they  have  contributed 
to  the  culture  of  caring  at  Western 
New  England  University,  a  testament 
to  their  enduring  legacy  on  our 
teaching  environment. 


Dr.  Richard  Pelosi 


Dr.  Glen  Ebisch 


Dr.  R.  Loring  Carlson 


PROFESSOR  OF  PHILOSOPHY 
GLEN  EBISCH 

since  his  arrival  on  campus  in  1986 
with  degrees  from  Rutgers,  Cornell,  and 
Columbia,  Professor  of  Philosophy  Glen 
Ebisch  has  been  known  to  inspire  non- 
Philosophy  majors  to  take  additional  phi- 
losophy electives  once  they've  sampled 
his  Introduction  to  Philosophy  course.  "I 
have  always  enjoyed  teaching  Introduc- 
tion to  Philosophy  because  it  is  usually 
the  first  course  in  the  field  that  a  student 
has  taken,  and  it  covers  a  wide  variety  of 
topics,"  says  Dr.  Ebisch.  "Since  philoso- 
phy deals  with  the  most  fundamental 
questions  in  life,  it  is  vital  for  some  peo- 
ple all  of  the  time  and  to  all  people  some 
of  the  time.  Whenever  life  forces  us  to 
stop  and  think,  we  are  usually  thinking 
philosophically." 

With  a  true  passion  for  his  subject  and 
for  the  intersection  of  logic  and  linguis- 
tics. Dr.  Ebisch  is  known  for  his  sense  of 
humor  with  a  purpose.  "I  use  humor  to 
make  philosophy  approachable,"  says 
Dr.  Ebisch.  "Also,  humorous  examples 
are  often  remembered  far  longer  than 
those  that  are  more  mundane." 

Beyond  campus.  Dr.  Ebisch  is  a  prolific 
author  of  mysteries.  "1  started  writing 
mysteries  when  I  was  part  of  the  Philos- 
ophy for  Children  program  developed  by 
Matthew  Lipman.  He  wrote  novels  that 
conveyed  philosophical  ideals  to  grammar 
school  children.  That  got  me  interested  in 
trying  my  hand  at  fiction,"  says  Ebisch.  To 
date  he  has  wntten  five  young  adult  mys- 
tenes  and  eight  mysteries  for  adults.  He 
asserts  "Inspiration  can  come  from  any- 
where: a  newspaper  ston/,  an  overheard 
conversation,  or  a  stray  thought." 

Dr.  Ebisch  plans  to  continue  writing 
and  spend  more  time  traveling.  He  will 
be  missed  by  students  and  faculty  alike. 
"Glen  was  a  gifted  teacher  and  an  exem- 
plary colleague,"  says  Professor  of  Phi- 
losophy Emmett  Barcalow,  chair  of  the 
Department  of  Humanities.  "I  always 
valued  his  advice  because  he  was  con- 
sistently calm  and  rational.  He  respected 
and  valued  his  students  and  gave  the 
University  many  years  of  diligent,  faithful 
service." 


PROFESSOR  OF  ACCOUNTING 
R.  LORING  CARLSON 

Professor  R.  Loring  Carlson  came  to 
teaching  unexpectedly  in  1 984.  With  a  de- 
gree in  accounting  from  Northeastern  and 
law  degrees  from  UConn  (JD)  and  Boston 
University  (LLM),  he  was  working  as  a 
manager  in  the  Tax  Department  at  Coop- 
ers and  Lybrand.  Then  Professor  of  Busi- 
ness Law  Ned  Schwartz  invited  him  to  be 
a  visiting  professor  while  Schwartz  was 
on  sabbatical.  A  semester  later,  a  tenure- 
track  position  opened  and  the  CPA  made 
teaching  his  full-time  profession. 

Looking  back  over  his  approach  to 
teaching.  Professor  Carlson  explains,  "Ac- 
counting IS  the  language  of  business,  and 
for  some  people  it  is  a  difficult  language 
to  master.  I  think  that  the  best  way  to 
master  accounting  is  in  little  pieces,  so  I 
try  to  present  the  concepts  in  little  bites 
with  many  examples.  This  makes  it  more 
understandable  to  many  students.  Once 
the  concepts  are  developed,  I  discuss 
how  the  accounting  information  might  be 
used  to  make  business  and  management 
decisions."  He  also  emphasizes  that 
most  of  the  decision  making  is  done  by 
nonaccountants,  using  the  accounting  in- 
formation that  people  who  love  account- 
ing have  assembled  for  their  use. 

Beyond  instructing  traditional  stu- 
dents. Professor  Carlson  also  felt  an  ob- 
ligation to  reach  out  to  the  community. 
He  organized  student  volunteers  to  pre- 
pare taxes  free-of-charge  for  low-income 
residents.  With  an  ongoing  CPA  practice, 
Carlson  was  acutely  aware  of  the  need 
for  lifelong  education  for  accounting  pro- 
fessionals. For  the  past  four  years,  he 
served  as  the  director  of  the  University's 
widely  popular  Tax  Institute,  which  helps 
tax  professionals  stay  current  in  their 
ever-changing  field. 

Professor  Carlson  is  appreciative  of 
the  strong  support  he  received  from  the 
administration  and  other  faculty  through 
the  years  and  that  sentiment  is  mutual. 
"For  27  years,  accounting  students  at 
Western  New  England  have  benefited 
from  Loring's  dedication  and  commitment 
to  them,"  says  Professor  of  Accounting 
John  Coulter,  chair  of  the  Department  of 


Accounting  and  Finance.  "He  provided 
not  only  excellent  accounting  instruction, 
but  valuable,  practical  information  to  his 
advisees.  He  was  also  a  valued  colleague 
in  the  Department  and  College  of  Busi- 
ness, one  whose  presence  will  be  fondly 
remembered." 

PROFESSOR  OF  MATHEMATICS 
RICHARD  "DICK"  PELOSI 

"Genuinely  kind"  is  how  colleagues 
universally  describe  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics Richard  Pelosi.  Since  1982,  gener- 
ations of  students  who  had  struggled 
with  math  all  of  their  lives  have 
Dr.  Pelosi  to  thank  for  helping  them  excel. 

"His  gentle,  unassuming  manner 
makes  him  completely  approachable,  and 
while  he  may  never  admit  this,  many 
students  may  have  quit,  dropped  out,  or 
may  not  have  done  nearly  as  well  in  the 
hands  of  a  different  person,"  says  his 
wife.  Dr.  Marilyn  Pelosi,  associate  dean  of 
the  College  of  Business,  whom  Pelosi 
met  as  an  undergraduate  at  Brown 
University  before  earning  master's  and 
doctoral  degrees  from  UMass. 

Known  for  his  meticulous  attention  to 
detail  in  class  preparation,  Pelosi  also 
made  learning  fun  and  personal  through 
his  famed  Cryptology  course  that  led 
students  on  a  campus-wide  "code" 
scavenger  hunt  often  laced  with  clues 
personalized  to  them. 

The  embodiment  of  the  University's 
open  door  policy  to  both  students  and 
faculty,  he  is  considered  a  true  mentor 
and  friend  among  his  colleagues.  "Peo- 
ple can  be  leaders  without  having  a  for- 
mal title,"  says  Director  of  the  Math 
Center  Josephine  Rodriguez,  "What 
makes  a  person  a  leader  is  the  influence 
you  have  on  the  people  around  you  and 
that's  what  Dick  Pelosi  does."  ■ 

DDo  you  have  a  memory 
or  message  to  share  about 
Drs.  Ebisch,  Carlson,  or  Pelosi? 
Post  it  on  the  Alumni  Facebook 
page.  Type  "Western  New 
England  University  Alumni" 
in  the  search  bar. 


CampusUpdate 


BY  BETH  BARSZCZ  '07 


T 


Herman  Hall  Renovation: 
A  Closer  Look  Inside 

Herman  Hall,  one  of  the  landmark  buildings  on  campus,  was 
erected  in  1964.  It  was  originally  called  West  Building,  but  was 
renamed  in  1979  in  honor  of  Beaumont  A.  Herman,  who  served  as 
President  from  1955  to  1976.  As  part  of  an  $8.3  million  renovation, 
Herman  Hall  will  gain  new  classrooms,  computer  labs,  and  faculty 
office  spaces.  While  the  facade  will  not  be  changing  dramatically, 
the  building's  interior  has  been  completely  stripped  down  and  is 
in  the  process  of  being  reconfigured.  In  addition  to  the  new  layout 
for  the  building,  an  elevator  will  be  installed,  making  it  more 
accessible  to  all. 


Stageless  Players  Hit  High  Note  with  Spring  Musical 

The  Western  New  England  Univer- 
sity Stageless  Players  presented 
their  spring  musical,  the  Tony-win- 
ning musical  comedy  25th  Annual 
Putnam  County  Spelling  Bee,  on 
March  30  and  March  31  in  Sleith 
100.  The  performance  chronicled 
six  preadolescent  outsiders  com- 
peting for  acceptance,  love,  and 
first  place  in  the  spelling  bee  com- 
petition of  a  lifetime.  The  musical 
was  directed  by  Hillary  Haft  Bucs, 
assistant  professor  of  drama  at 
Western  New  England,  with  musi- 
cal direction  by  Pan  Morigan,  pro- 
fessional vocalist,  voice  teacher, 
and  composer  with  the  Chrysalis 
Theater  in  Northampton. 


Communication  Major  Inspires  Community 
at  World's  Largest  Pancake  Breakfast 


The  City  of  Springfield  hosted  its  annual 
pancake  breakfast  on  May  12  downtown 
and  set  the  record  for  being  the  world's 
argest  pancake  breakfast  with  approxi- 
mately 15,000  attendees.  Uniting  the 
community  nearly  a  year  after  a  devastat 
ing  tornado,  the  city  also  celebrated  its 
376th  birthday.  The  event, 
which  raised  $10,000  for 
The  Spirit  of  Springfield, 
featured  a  celebratory 
theme  for  the  day,  which 
centered  around  an  inspi- 
rational quote  created  by 
Western  New  England 
University  Communication 
student  Rob  Carvalho. 


A  Springfield  native, 
Carvalho  spoke  from  the 
heart  when  he  said,  "This 
is  my  city.  There  are  many 
others  like  it,  but  this  one 
is  mine."  Those  words 
struck  a  chord  with  Judy 
Matt,  president  of  The  Spirit 
of  Springfield,  who  was  invited  to  judge 
the  University's  2012  Student  Media 
Festival  and  saw  the  words  onscreen 
in  a  video  Carvalho  produced  entitled 
"The  City."  Matt  decided  to  print 
Carvalho's  message  on  the  backs 
of  250  shirts  that  were  worn  by 
participants  In  a  flash  mob  that 
broke  out  in  a  dance  at  the 
breakfast. 


Rob  Carvalho  addresses 
the  crowd  as  Judy  Matt, 
president  of  The  Spirit  of 
Springfield,  and  Springfield 
Mayor  Domenic  Sarno 
look  on. 


School  of  Law  to  Launch  New  LLM  in  Closely-held  Businesses 


\V1S& 


Recently  approved  by  the 
Massachusetts  Department 
of  Higher  Education,  the  part- 
time  LLM  In  Closely-held  Busi- 
nesses is  scheduled  to  begin 
this  fall. 

The  online  advanced  law  pro- 
gram will  provide  opportunities 
for  general  practitioners  in 


small-  and  medium-sized  firms 
to  dramatically  enhance  the 
services  they  offer  to  this  key 
economic  sector.  In  the  U.S., 
over  90%  of  all  businesses  are 
closely-held  small  or  family- 
owned  businesses. 

"The  new  program  will  follow 
the  live  and  completely  online 


delivery  model  that  has  been 
key  to  the  success  of  the 
Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law 
LLM  program,"  says  Its  Direc- 
tor Fred  Royal.  When  launched 
this  September  Royal  says, 
"it  Will  be  the  only  fully  online 
LLM  program  in  Closely-held 
Businesses  in  the  countn/. " 
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AlumniFocus 


BY  BRIAN  FITZGERALD 


Leading  By 
Example 


Assistant  Basketball  Coach  Malik  Champlain  '07 

The  former  Golden  Bear  captain  explains  how  sacrifice,  perseverance, 
and  family  is  the  key  to  success — both  on  and  off  the  court 


At  first  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  Malik  Champlain  '07  not 
making  the  cut  when  he  initially  tried  out  for  his  high  school 
basketball  team.  Malik,  the  Golden  Bear  captain  in  that  magic 
2006-2007  season,  actually  failing?  The  scenario  is  almost 
impossible  to  believe  because  of  his  intensity,  skills,  and  his 
inspiring  performance  leading  a  Western  New  England  squad 
that  posted  a  22-8  record  and  won  its  first  postseason 
tournament  title  in  school  history. 

But  it  happened.  And  when  he  tells  his  story,  it  becomes 
obvious  what  drives  Malik  to  succeed.  It  is  a  ston/  that  begins 
in  the  Bedford-Stuyvesant  neighborhood  of  Brooklyn,  NY, 
where  he  rarely  left  his  front  stoop  because  of  the  street 
violence,  where  he  and  his  friends  wired  a  milk  crate  to  a 
fence  and  used  it  as  a  basketball  hoop  because  there  was 
too  much  risk  in  walking  to  the  nearby  courts. 

One  night,  when  he  was  in  third  grade,  a  drive-by  shooting 
outside  their  apartment  prompted  his  mother  to  not  only 
grab  him  and  push  him  under  his  bed,  but  also  to  move  the 
family  to  Norwich,  CT.  It  was  this  decision  by  Leslie  Ann 
Champlain — along  with  her  "tough  love" — that  put  him  on  a 
path  to  stellar  leadership  on  the  basketball  court  and  beyond. 


BY  BRIAN  FITZGERALD 

For  Malik,  Norwich  meant  freedom:  he  could  play  basketball  on 
playgrounds  and  in  gyms  when  he  could  find  the  time — which  wasn't 
often,  because  he  had  a  busy  childhood. 

With  his  father  in  prison,  he  helped  his  mother  raise  his  two 
younger  brothers.  While  she  worked  two  jobs,  Malik  had  to  do  plenty 
of  cooking,  housecleaning,  and  babysitting.  "When  my  father  came 
home  and  got  back  on  his  feet,  things  started  to  change  and  I  was 
allowed  to  start  playing  sports  in  high  school,"  he  said.  "The  only  prob- 
lem was  that  I  was  overweight  and  not  that  good  of  a  player." 

He  pouted  in  his  room  after  his  basketball  tn/out  disaster — until  his 
mother  came  in.  "Baby,  you  need  to  stop  feeling  bad  for  yourself," 
she  told  him.  "  If  you  want  to  play  basketball,  you  go  out  there  and  get 
it.  There  is  nothing  on  this  earth  that  you  can't  do  if  you  put  your  mind 
to  it."  After  that  talk,  he  never  worked  harder  in  his  life  for  something 
he  wanted.  He  made  the  JV  team,  and  later  scored  a  spot  on  the  var- 
sity squad  at  Norwich  Free  Academy.  "My  mother  had  a  way  of  mo- 
tivating me,"  he  says.  "No  matter  how  bad  times  got,  she  refused  to 
give  up.  I  never  met  a  stronger,  more  determined  person.  She  is  my 
hero.  She  set  the  bar  and  the  example  for  me  to  follow,  and  all  I  had 
to  do  was  apply  it  to  my  own  life." 

His  Continuing  Golden  Bear  Legacy 

In  the  fall  of  2004,  Director  of  Athletics  and  Head  Basketball  Coach 
Mike  Theulen  looked  Malik  in  the  eyes  and  told  the  sophomore,  "Your 
legacy  as  a  basketball  player  will  only  be  carried  on  by  your  teammates 
in  that  locker  room.  This  will  be  your  team  soon.  So  tell  me:  how  do 
you  want  to  be  remembered?"  That  night,  Malik  stared  at  the  ceiling 
in  his  dorm  room  and  asked  himself  the  same  question.  The  following 
two  seasons  the  Golden  Bears  were  good:  they  finished  18-10  and 
14-13  and  reached  the  ECAC  Division  III  tournament  semifinals  during 
his  sophomore  year.  But  good  wasn't  good  enough  for  Malik. 

It  turned  out  that  Coach  Theulen  wasn't  bluffing  to  get  results.  For 
the  2006-2007  season,  it  was  indeed  Malik's  team.  And  as  captain, 
he  viewed  his  teammates  as  his  "little  brothers"  and  used  the  word 
"family"  often  with  them.  "I  made  sure  they  knew  I  had  real  love  for 
them — as  teammates,  and  as  friends."  When  his  players  had  relation- 
ship troubles  with  their  girlfriends,  he  was  the  first  person  they  called. 
"When  a  family  member  died  I  was  the  first  shoulder  they  cried  on," 
he  says. 

The  Golden  Bears  began  the  season  with  a  big  question  mark  with 
only  two  starters  returning.  Western  New  England  stumbled  from  the 
gate  with  three  consecutive  losses,  but  regrouped  to  capture  the  reg- 
ular season  conference  title  with  a  14-2  mark.  "We  had  a  'we'  over 
'me'  mentality,"  recalls  Malik. 

In  the  ECAC  Division  III  Championship  game,  the  crowd  at  the 
Alumni  Healthful  Living  Center  witnessed  an  incredible  see-saw  con- 
test in  which  the  Golden  Bears  were  down  to  St.  Joseph's  (Maine) 
28-25  at  halftime.  It  looked  like  the  game  was  over  when  Western 
New  England  went  on  a  1 6-0  run  and  led  58-41  with  5:55  left,  but  the 
lead  was  whittled  down  to  five  with  1:17  on  the  clock.  However, 
"Coach  T's  Warriors"  remained  poised  and  sealed  the  deal,  68-62. 

"  It  was  all  about  having  a  dream  and  a  common  goal  that  no  one  could 
see  but  us,  and  enjoying  the  magic  of  watching  it  all  come  together," 
says  Malik.  "It  was  about  sacrifice,  perseverance,  and  family."  ■ 
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During  the  2010-2011  season,  Malik  was  an  assistant 
coach  for  Mount  Ida  College,  and  then  returned  to  his 
alma  mater  to  be  an  assistant  coach  this  season.  "  It  was 
like  I  was  coming  home  after  being  away  for  four  years, " 
he  said.  "I  was  excited  to  able  to  learn  even  more  fronn 
a  coach  that  I  respected,  and  join  a  college-turned-univer- 
sity that  I  played  my  heart  out  for." 

And  as  for  the  family  aspect  of  a  team — an  essential 
part  of  its  ability  to  succeed — he  says  Coach  Theulen  has 
what  it  takes  to  bring  the  squad  together  to  turn  around 
this  year's  9-1 7  record,  which  was  actually  a  five-win  im- 
provement over  the  previous  year.  After  serving  as  head 
coach  from  2004-2008,  Coach  Theulen  assumed  coach- 
ing duties  for  rebuilding  the  201 1  squad.  Malik  looks  for- 
ward to  working  with  his  fellow  assistant  coaches  and 
Theulen  to  bring  the  team  "back  to  excellence." 

No  one  sings  the  praises  of  his  coach  louder  than  Malik. 
"Coach  T  has  been  nothing  less  than  a  father  figure  to 
me,"  says  Malik.  "When  I  was  a  student,  he  invited  me 
into  his  home;  he  took  me  to  get  medicine  when  I  was 
sick,  and  he  always  pushed  me  to  be  better." 

After  Malik  received  his  BA  in  History  from  Western 
New  England  and  his  MEd  in  secondary  education  at 
Sacred  Heart  University,  he  taught  at  several  schools  in 
Connecticut  and  is  now  a  behavioral  intervention  special- 
ist at  Pathways  to  Technology  Magnet  High  School  in 
Windsor,  CT.  He  credits  his  upbringing,  education,  and 
experience  as  an  in-school  suspension  tutor — not  to 
mention  his  volunteenng — with  preparing  him  for  work- 
ing with  at-risk  youth  at  the  school. 

Malik  "excelled  in  all  that  he  did  at  the  University  and 
continues  to  do  so,"  says  Coach  Theulen.  "He  is  ven/  ac- 
ive  in  volunteering  his  time  with  youth  in  the  surrounding 
ommunities." 

He  has  been  especially  effective  at  connecting  with 
current  Golden  Bear  players  and  attracting  a  whole  new 
generation  of  student-athletes  to  Western  New  England, 
according  to  Coach  Theulen.  "He  is  fiercely  loyal  to  our 
athletic  family  and  the  University,"  he  says.  "I  believe  he 
is  destined  for  greatness." 
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Sean  Cribbin  '12 

A  Letter  of  Gratit 


StudentSpotlight 


BY  PATRICIA  GAGNON 


Prcsidcul  Caprio, 

1  wanlcd  lo  ibank  you  and  ihc  grcal  people  of  Western  New 
England  jor  crealing  a  warm  and  welcoming  atmosphere 
conducive  to  learning,  personal  growth,  and  ultimately. . . 
success.  Yesterday  afternoon  I  accepted  a  job  offer  from 

BlackRock,  Inc. 

1  looked  bach  to  mv  days  as  a  troubled,  uncertain  high  school 
graduate,  second  guessing  my  decision  to  come  to  college. 
Now,  as  I'm  four  years  older  and  four  years  matured,  I  realize 
it  was  one  of  the  most  important  decisions  I  have  ever  made. 
I  could  not  have  asked  for  a  better  school,  better  [acuity  and 
staff  better  fiiends,  or  a  better  way  to  spend  the  last  four  years 
of  my  life.  Western  New  England  has  made  a  significant 
difference  m  mv  lije  and  I  will  never  forget  that. 

Best  regards, 
Sean  Cribbin  '12 


Excerpt  from  Sean  Cribbin's  email  to 
President  Anthony  S.  Caprio 
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When  most  students  breal<  the  news  of  their  first  job  after  gradu- 
ation, they  usually  don't  email  the  president  of  their  University. 
But  that's  just  what  College  of  Business  student  Sean  Cribbin  '12 
did  in  a  grateful  note  expressing  the  impact  his  education  at 
Western  New  England  University  made  on  his  life. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year,  Sean,  who  majored  in  Finance 
and  minored  in  Economics,  accepted  a  job  offer  as  an  analyst  in 
the  Defined  Contribution  Unit  at  BlackRock,  Inc.  A  multinational 
investment  management  corporation,  BlackRock  is  the  world's 
largest  asset  management  firm,  with  operations  in  27  countries 
and  over  $3.5  trillion  in  AUM  (assets  under  management).  "Con- 
sidering the  unprecedented  changes  taking  place  in  regard  to  in- 
dustry regulations,  practices,  profits,  and  the  like,  I  am  incredibly 
excited  to  be  joining  the  professional  world  of  finance,"  says 
Sean,  who  will  be  starting  with  the  company  in  mid-August. 

"Although  the  Finance  and  Economics  curricula  at  Western 
New  England  were  of  ineffable  value,  it  is  the  University's  con- 
tagious culture  of  responsibility,  reliability,  respect,  and  hard  work 
that  best  prepared  me  for  the  inten>/iew  process,"  he  says,  re- 
flecting on  what  made  him  stand  out  as  a  job  candidate. 

Sean  thanks  his  mother  for  convincing  him  to  go  to  Western 
New  England  and  "four  years  later,  I  realize  just  how  important 
a  decision  it  was.  I  am  so  thankful  for  my  time  at  the  school.  It 
allowed  me  to  meet  new  people,  gam  exposure  to  different  per- 
spectives, learn  from  a  committed  and  involved  staff,  and  realize 
just  how  much  I  owe  my  mother!" 


Arthur  Schiller  Casimir,  professor  of  economics,  was  a  faculty 
mentor  to  Sean  who  made  a  concerted  effort  to  challenge  his 
students  intellectually,  while  simultaneously  providing  a  welcom- 
ing and  thought-provoking  classroom  environment.  "Professor 
Casimir  is  a  great  teacher,  and  perhaps  more  importantly,  an 
even  better  man,"  he  says.  Outside  his  classes,  Sean  was  a 
member  of  the  Investment  Club,  the  College  Republicans,  and 
a  member  of  the  Golden  Bear  baseball  and  football  teams. 

In  the  summer  of  2011,  Sean  completed  an  internship  with 
Sandler  O'Neill  &  Partners,  a  full-service  investment  bank  with  a 
focus  on  Financial  Institutions  Groups.  During  that  experience, 
he  met  well-known  industry  professionals  and  Wall  Street 
legends  such  as  David  Darst,  Anthony  Scaramucci,  and  Hugh 
McColl.  Sean  took  advantage  of  that  meeting  to  invite  Scara- 
mucci, managing  partner  for  SkyBridge  Capital,  to  come  to  West- 
ern New  England  for  a  lecture. 

As  Sean  embarks  on  his  career,  he  looks  at  areas  of  finance 
where  he  can  make  a  difference.  "Defined  Contribution  appeals 
to  me  because  I  think  it's  important  for  retirees  to  have  some- 
thing to  show  for  a  long  life  of  hard  work,"  says  Sean.  For  now, 
he  IS  looking  forward  to  starting  his  professional  career  at  Black- 
Rock and  he  says  "trying  my  best  to  set  a  good  example  for  my 
little  brother."  ■ 


RememberWhen 


BY  MARY  McLEAN  ORSZULAK  G'10 


New  University  history  bool<  provides 
nostalgic  retrospective  of  our  evolution 
"From  College  to  University 

It's  official !  On  Apni  3,  the  University  community  gathered 
at  D'Amour  Libran/  to  celebrate  the  much-anticipated 
publication  of  Western  New  England:  From  College  to 
University — A  Hetrospective:  1919-2011,  an  historical 
retrospective  that  chronicles  our  growth  and  progress. 


(Left)  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio 

(Right)  University  Archivist  and  author 
Rosemary  O'Donoghue 


Written  by  University  Archivist  and  longtime  faculty  mem- 
ber Roseman/  O'Donoghue,  "The  histon/  focuses  primarily 
on  the  years  from  1980  to  2011 — the  year  we  became 
Western  New  England  University,"  says  O'Donoghue.  The 
book  also  recaps  salient  points  from  1951-1970,  which 
were  addressed  in  former  President  Beaumont  Herman's 
book.  Western  New  England  College:  A  Calling  to  Fulfill." 

An  ideal  gift  for  alumni,  recent  graduates,  and  students, 
the  history  is  both  a  fun  walk  down  memory  lane  for  the 
casual  reader  and  an  insightful  look  at  the  events  that 
shaped  the  institution  over  the  last  three  decades. 

The  225-page  book  begins  with  a  prologue  that  capsules 
the  history  from  1 91 9  through  1 979.  The  years  from  1 980 
through  July  201 1  are  chronicled  in  six-page  increments. 

A  running  timeline  at  the  bottom  of  each  page  docu- 
ments statistics,  physical  changes  to  the  campus,  aca- 
demic initiatives,  the  metamorphosis  of  the  libran/,  planning 
by  administrative  bodies,  technological  advances,  enhance- 
ment to  student  services,  internationalization,  and  the  re- 
markable growth  of  our  athletics  programs.  "The  Epilogue 
provides  a  narrative  of  the  major  events  and  influences  over 
the  past  30  years  from  our  transition  from  a  commuter  to 


a  residential  campus  to  the  im- 
pact of  the  Digital  Age  on  both 
curricular  offerings  and  on  busi- 
ness functions  of  the  Univer- 
sity," says  O'Donoghue. 

Digging  through  seemingly 
endless  files  and  boxes,  O'Donoghue  was  able  to  create 
an  extensive  appendix  that  lists  Alumni  of  the  Year  hon- 
orees.  Teaching  Excellence  Award  recipients,  University 
Trustees,  etc.  In  the  process,  she  was  able  to  compile  a 
more  robust  collection  of  historical  photos  and  data  for  the 
University  archives. 

At  the  book  release  reception,  O'Donoghue  expressed 
how  much  the  histon/  was  truly  a  community  effort  that 
brought  together  all  comers  of  the  University  for  a  common 
goal.  "The  response  to  my  call  for  input  was  extremely  grat- 
ifying," she  says.  "In  a  way,  the  compiling  of  this  book  was 
a  microcosm  of  the  manner  in  which  the  University  evolved. 
I  had  the  support  of  a  myriad  of  people  who  contributed 
material  and  photos,  offered  advice,  proofread,  edited,  and 
designed  a  document  we  can  all  take  pride  in."  ■ 


To  order  Western  New  England:  From  College  to  University — A  Retrospective:  1919-2011, 
visit  www.wne.edu/alumni  or  call  413-782-4992. 


President  Caprio  Readies  Out  to  Alumni  and  Friends 


During  last  winter  and  spring,  alumni,  friends,  and  other 
members  of  the  University  community  joined  President 
Anthony  S.  Caprio  at  presidential  dinners  in  Hartford, 
CT;  Sarasota,  FL;  and  Orlando/Kissimmee,  FL. 


The  reception  in  Hartford 
on  March  7  was  hosted  by 
Alex  Cor!  '84  in  the  Autorino 
Great  Hall  at  The  Bushnell. 
The  Sarasota  event  was 
hosted  by  Suzanna  Anstine 
Norbeck  L'82  and  took  place 
at  Libby's  Cafe  on  March  21 . 
The  Golden  Bear  Dinner  on 
March  22,  hosted  by  Dennis 
Lind  '80  at  the  Orange  Lake 
Resort  in  Kissimmee,  FL, 
was  held  in  support  of  the 
University's  baseball,  Softball, 
women's  lacrosse,  and  men's 
and  women's  tennis  teams 
as  they  played  during  spring 
break  in  Florida. 

At  the  Hartford  event.  Pres- 
ident Caprio  briefed  more  than 
120  guests  on  the  significant 
changes  that  have  taken  place 
on  campus  recently.  Corl  em- 
phasized to  those  gathered 


the  importance  of  giving  back 
to  the  University  through  not 
only  donations,  but  also  time 
and  effort — including  the 
sponsorship  of  student  in- 
terns, mentoring,  and  speak- 
ing to  classes. 

Attendees  in  Hartford  in- 
cluded College  of  Engineering 
Dean  Hossein  Cheraghi,  Col- 
lege of  Business  Dean  Julie 
Siciliano  '81/G'84,  College 
of  Pharmacy  Dean  Evan 
Robinson,  College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  Dean  Saeed  Ghahra- 
mani.  College  of  Business  As- 
sociate Dean  Marilyn  Pelosi, 
Vice  President  for  Advance- 
ment Beverly  J.  Dwight,  Di- 
rector of  Alumni  Relations 
Kathy  Pappas  G'98,  and 
School  of  Law  Alumni  Coordi- 
nator Carol  Thompson  '09. 


CONNECTICUT 


Atthe  President's  Reception  in  Hartford 
Trustee  Michael  Serafino  '77, 
Patricia  Serafino  '77,  Julie  Arildsen  '90, 
Trustee  Amy  Lewis  '88/G'OO,  and 
President  Anthony  S.  Caprio 

President  Anthony  S.  Caprio  and 
Paul  Koziol  '05  in  Hartford 

In  Hartford:  Molly  Roy  '02,  host  Alex  Corl 
Adam  Roy '01,  and  College  of  Business 
Associate  Dean  Marilyn  Pelosi 

Kathleen  Laprade  '01,  John  Arthur '76, 
'71,  and  Michael  Netkovick  '80  in  Hartford 


BY  BRIAN  FITZGERALD 


In  Kissimmee,  guests 
joined  with  President  Caprio, 
Director  of  Athletics  Mike 
Theulen,  and  Lind,  who 
earned  his  BS  in  Mechanical 
Engineering  at  Western  New 
England. 

Thanking  the  student-ath- 
letes for  representing  West- 
ern New  England  University 
so  well  on  and  off  the  field, 
President  Caprio  told  the 
more  than  1 70  attendees  that 
as  the  University  continues  to 
grow,  so  does  its  reputation 
around  the  country. 

In  introducing  President 
Caprio,  Lind  remarked,  "The 
quality  of  the  education  I  re- 
ceived at  Western  New  Eng- 


Dennis  Lind  '80,  host  of  the 
Golden  Bear  Dinner  in  Kissimmee 


land  was  foundational  in  my 
career.  I  value  it  every  day." 
Lind  is  vice  president  of  De- 
sign &  Engineering  and  IFP 
Strategy,  Walt  Disney  Parks 
and  Resorts. 

Guests  included  student- 
athletes,  coaches.  Associate 
Director  of  Athletics  Cynthia 
Costanzo,  Director  of  Alumni 
Relations  Kathy  Pappas  G'98, 
and  Associate  Director  of  Ad- 
vancement Events  Kristina 
Oleksak. 

The  previous  night,  a  group 
of  student-athletes  took  the 
opportunity  to  visit  the  Amway 
Center  to  see  the  Orlando 
Magic  defeat  the  Phoenix 
Suns,  103-93.  ■ 


fWeb  A   View  the  photo  albums/slide  shows  of  these  events. 
^sP***^*/    Look  for  The  Communicator's  "Web  Extras"  on  the 
Alumni  Website:  www.wne.edu/alumni. 


FLORIDA 


Former  women's  lacrosse  player  Nicole  Poll  '11, 
President  Caprio,  Women's  Lacrosse  Coach 
Aimee  Klepacki,  and  Assistant  Lacrosse  Coach 
Sarah  Hunter  '05  in  Kissimmee 

Members  of  the  201 1-12  women's  lacrosse  team 
at  the  Golden  Bear  Dinner 

Golden  Bear  baseball  players  in  Kissimmee 

Former  Softball  player  Erin  Whitcomb  '06,  a 
past  president  of  the  Student- Athlete  Advisory 
Committee  (SAACI,  soccer  player  and  this  year's 
SAAC  President  Mallory  Mai  '12,  tennis  player 
and  former  SAAC  President  Mike  Jones  '11,  and 
Tennis  Coach  and  SAAC  coadvisor  Jenn  Kolins 
at  the  Golden  Bear  Dinner 
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BY  MARY  McLEAN  ORSZULAK  G'10 


University 
Graduates 
First  "Official" 
Class! 

On  May  19, 2012,  members  of 
the  first  class  to  graduate  from 
Western  New  England  since  it 
became  a  university  in  2011 
received  their  diplomas. 

In  the  morning,  1 64  Juris  Doctoral 
students  and  24  Master  of  Laws 
in  Estate  Planning  and  Elder 
Law  students  became  alumni  of 
Western  New  England  University 
School  of  Law  at  a  ceremony  held 
at  Springfield's  Symphony  Hall. 
That  afternoon,  565  undergraduates 
and  four  PhD  candidates  from 
the  Doctoral  program  in  Behavior 
Analysis  joined  them  as  alumni  of 
Western  New  England  University! 


Web 
Extra! 


Commencement  was  webcast 
live  and  recorded  for  viewing  at 
www.wne.edu/commencement. 


/ 


Commencement  2012 


Baccalaureate:  A  Coming  Together  of  the  Community 


Dr.  Neil  deGrasse  Tyson 


In  keeping  with  tradition,  Commencement 
Weekend  began  with  Baccalaureate  cere- 
monies on  Friday,  May  1 8.  The  Colleges  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,  Business,  and  Engineering  gath- 
ered for  a  united  ceremony  followed  by  sepa- 
rate ceremonies  celebrating  individual  student 
achievement.  Jonathan  Beagle,  associate  pro- 


fessor of  History,  was  awarded  the  Teaching 
Excellence  Award  (Dr.  David  Baker  was  earlier 
named  Professor  of  the  Year  at  the  College  of 
Pharmacy).  Professors  R.  Loring  Carlson,  Glenn 
Ebisch,  and  Richard  Pelosi  were  named  Profes- 
sors Emeriti  (see  ston/  on  page  10). 


Undergraduate  and  Doctoral  Ceremony: 
Pushing  the  Frontiers  of  Knowledge 


Michelle  Wiggett '12 


University  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio  wel- 
comed family  and  friends  to  the  Alumni 
Healthful  Living  Center  to  honor  the  achieve- 
ment of  their  students  receiving  bachelor  or 
doctoral  degrees. 

"As  you  receive  your  diploma  today,  you  can 
be  proud  of  your  accomplishments  here — you 
have  worked  hard  and  achieved  a  goal,"  Presi- 
dent Caprio  told  the  Class  of  201 2.  "While  your 
education  here  has  not  given  you  all  the  an- 
swers to  all  the  questions  and  dilemmas  you 
will  struggle  with,  it  has,  I  believe,  helped  you 
understand  how  to  search  for  answers  and  so- 
lutions, how  to  construct  these  with  logic  and 
precision,  and  how  to  face  life's  issues  with  in- 
telligence, conviction,  and  compassion." 

Acknowledging  the  University's  growing 
focus  on  the  sciences  with  the  opening  of  the 
Center  for  the  Sciences  and  Pharmacy  last 
year,  the  Commencement  speaker  and  hon- 
orary degree  recipient  was  a  man  of  science: 
Dr.  Neil  deGrasse  Tyson,  the  charismatic 
astrophysicist  and  Frederick  P.  Rose  director 
of  the  Hayden  Planetarium  at  the  American 
Museum  of  Natural  Histon/. 

Renowned  for  his  down-to-earth  approach 
to  making  astronomy  accessible  to  the 


masses  on  television  programs  such  as  NOVA 
ScienceNow,  Dr.  Tyson  spoke  about  the  im- 
portance of  original  thinking  in  the  lifelong  pur- 
suit of  knowledge.  "When  you  know  how  to 
think,  it  empowers  you  far  beyond  those  who 
only  know  what  to  think."  Feeling  compelled 
to  "textify, "  he  then  jokingly  pulled  his  cell 
phone  from  his  robe  and  tweeted  those 
words  of  wisdom  as  the  audience  patiently 
waited.  The  assemblage  later  gave  him  a 
standing  ovation. 

In  a  nod  to  the  many  professors  who  had 
taught  the  graduates  "how"  to  think,  student 
speaker  Michelle  Wiggett  '12  spoke  about  the 
remarkable  bonds  forged  among  students  and 
faculty  at  Western  New  England.  "Conversa- 
tions about  a  subject  turned  into  a  chance  to 
talk  about  life.  Office  hours  weren't  just  about 
questions  regarding  class,  but  a  time  to  learn 
from  those  who  have  walked  in  our  footsteps 
before,"  she  said.  "Stories  from  their  careers 
helped  create  a  link  as  to  why  we  are  here.  Col- 
lege textbooks  are  for  learning  all  we  can  about 
our  major,  but  it  is  the  professors  who  helped 
to  paint  a  picture  as  to  what  our  lives  can  really 
be  like  once  we  accomplish  our  goals." 

Continued  on  next  page 
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nclco  a  oallipilliy. 

Raymond  Wong  '12 

David  Aldinger  '12 

Biology 

Marketing  Communication/Advertising 

Wilbraham,  MA 

Medfield,  MA 

College  of  Osteopathic 

Marketing  Coordinator, 

Medicine  Program, 

SIXIO  Marketing  Inc. 

University  of  New  England 

Christine  Orcutt  '12 

Charles  Kilbourne  '12 

Industrial  Engineering 

Computer  Science 

Milford,  NH 

West  Hartford,  CT 

Business  Analyst  Program, 

Application  Development 

C&S  Wholesale  Grocers 

Specialist,  CIGNA 

Nathan  Morin  '12 

Katelyn  Crowley  '12 

Electrical  Engineering  with 

Accounting  and  Business 

Computer  Concentration 

Information  Systems 

South  Hadley,  MA 

Milford,  CT 

System  Engineer,  General  Dynamics 

GTM  BP  Analyst,  Unilever 

Advanced  Information  Systems 

Law  Graduates  Challenged  to  Find  Solutions  Through  Legal  Education 

Both  School  of  Law  Dean  Art  Gaudio  and  speaker  and  honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree  recipient 
Barbara  A.  Lenk,  associate  justice,  Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  encouraged  the  law  grad- 
uates to  apply  their  legal  educations  to  solve  problems  within  and  beyond  the  legal  profession. 

Lenk,  a  member  of  the  University's  Board  of  Trustees,  told  the  graduates,  "You  didn't  have  a  say 
in  the  world  you  inherited.  But  you  can  make  a  major  impact  on  it — a  positive  impact  on  the  world 
your  children  will  inherit.  The  School  of  Law  has  given  you  the  tools." 

Extra!      View  slideshows  of  the  ceremonies  at 
NAnvw.wne.edu/commencement. 


Justice  Barbara  A.  Lenk 
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Impact:  Entrepreneurship 
Makes  Waves  Across  Campus 


BY  BETH  BARSZCZ  '07 


Western  New  England  University  provides  dynamic 
opportunities  for  our  students  to  have  an  innpact  on 
the  world — even  before  they  graduate.  This  year, 
entrepreneurship  is  leading  a  wave  of  innovation 
across  campus. 


Smash  Cap  system:  The  monitoring  tool  has 
tiny  sensors  that  measure  collisions  in  terms  of 
g-forces.  The  sensors  fit  into  the  tight-fitting  skull- 
caps many  football  and  baseball  players  use  and 
transmit  real-time  data  to  a  coach's  cell  phone  or 
laptop.  Players,  many  of  whom  tend  to  dismiss  in- 
jury symptoms  in  order  to  stay  in  the  game,  can't 
downplay  a  concussion-level  hit,  which  shows  up 
in  red  on  the  coach's  screen.  The  Smash  Cap  can 
also  be  used  in  hockey  helmets. 


L-R  Front  Row:  Philip  Wahl'lZ 
(Accounting),  Lindsay  Tencza  '12 
(Biomedical  Engineering), 
Nicholas  St.  John  '12  (Biomedical 
Engineering).  Back  Row:  Thomas 
McLeod  '12  (Management  and 
Leadership)  and  Nate  Kuzmeski  '12 
(Biomedical  Engineering). 


This  fall,  Entrepreneurship  moves  from  a 
minor  to  a  major  at  the  College  of  Busi- 
ness. From  unique  courses  and  collabora- 
tions with  our  programs  in  Arts  and 
Sciences,  Engineering,  or  Law  to  alliances 
with  the  business  community,  this  major 
will  serve  as  a  proving  ground  for  burgeon- 
ing entrepreneurs. 

In  our  cross-disciplinarv  Product  Devel- 
opment and  Innovation  course,  entre- 
preneurial "e-teams"  of  Engineering  and 
Business  students  collaborate  to  turn 
ideas  into  marketable  products. 

This  year's  products  include  the  Smash 
Cap  system  pictured  at  left.  Another 
team  developed  a  device  that  monitors 
autoclave  sterilization  of  reusable  medical 
products  for  Third  World  countries.  Look- 
ing at  the  growing  elderly  population,  a 
team  developed  a  continuous  monitoring 
device  that  detects  vital  signs.  In  a  proj- 
ect sponsored  by  Lenox,  students  proto- 
typed a  quick-change  arbor  attachment 
for  drills. 

The  teams  compete  with  students 
from  America's  elite  institutions  at  com- 
petitions sponsored  by  the  National  Col- 
legiate Inventors  and  Innovators  Alliance 
and  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical 
Engineers.  Our  teams  made  the  Top  Ten 
in  2010,  2011,  and  2012. 

The  Law  and  Business  Center  for  Ad- 
vancing Entrepreneurship  is  now  the  Cen- 
ter for  Innovation  &  Entrepreneurship. 

The  Center  fosters  campus-wide  en- 
trepreneurial thinking  in  our  Colleges  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  Business,  Engineer- 
ing, and  Pharmacy,  and  our  School  of 
Law,  and  will  continue  to  assist  small 
businesses  and  entrepreneurial  start-ups 
in  the  Pioneer  Valley.  ■ 
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FacultyFocus 


BY  BRENDAN  PAYNE  L'12 


By  the  age  of  10,  Don  Williams  had  become  the  official  navigator  for  his  family's  road  trips.  Setting 
out  from  their  home  in  Columbus,  OH,  for  campsites  near  and  far,  a  young  Williams  would  sit  perched 
in  the  front  seat,  map  in  hand,  ready  to  get  the  family  where  it  needed  to  go.  "We  joke  about  it  today: 
me  pointing  out  all  sorts  of  things  and  giving  a  running  travelogue  about  the  significance  of  this  river 
or  that  mountain  range,"  reminisced  Professor  Williams. 

Navigator  is  a  role  he  still  plays  today,  both  on  car  trips  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  and  for  the 
students  of  his  Geography  courses  in  his  professional  role  as  professor  in  the  Department  of  History 
and  Political  Science.  The  passion  he  brings  to  the  highways  and  byways  is  the  same  he  brings  to 
the  classroom  for  what  traditionally  has  been  a  difficult  subject  to  excite  students. 


Professor  Don  Williams 
Incorporates  Innovative 
Learning  Into  His 
Geography  Courses 


After  teaching  several  sections  of  a 
course  entitled  Geography  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada  to  lack- 
luster classroom  responses,  Pro- 
fessor Williams  knew  he  needed  a 
way  to  liven  up  the  subject.  His  first  step 
was  to  switch  the  course  from  a  traditional 
In-class  format  to  online,  where  he  finds 
that  students  are  more  willing  to  come  out 
of  their  shells  and  interact  with  one  another 
through  online  discussions.  Next,  he  incor- 
porated a  book  titled  Who's  Your  City?  into 
the  course.  Authored  by  scholar  Richard 
Flonda,  It  presents  research  about  what  dif- 
ferent regions  of  the  country  have  to  offer 
In  terms  of  culture,  employment,  entertain- 
ment— the  aspects  that  give  a  place  an 
Identity.  He  points  to  the  importance  of  cer- 
tain places  in  the  new  'creative  economy' 
that  are  at  the  leading  edge  of  the  techno- 
logical revolution. 

"Knowing  where  places  are  on  the  map 
Is  just  scratching  the  surface,"  explained 
Professor  Williams.  "Geography  is  about 
place,  It's  about  how  places  relate  to  one 
another,  how  places  change  over  time, 
and  we  are  a  part  of  those  places.  So  the 
concept  of  place  is  a  little  different  than 
just  the  concept  of  area  or  region,  when 
you  talk  about  a  place,  it  means  you  are 
talking  about  an  area  that  has  meaning  to 
it,  and  human  activity  gives  It  meaning." 

Through  the  semester,  students  make 
use  of  the  insights  from  Richard  Florida's 
book  to  analyze  14  different  regions  of 
North  America  and  determine  which 
would  be  most  Ideal  for  them  after  grad- 
uation. 

"At  the  different  points  In  our  lives  we 
are  looking  for  different  things  in  a  place 
to  live,"  said  Professor  Williams.  "I'm  try- 
ing to  tell  them,  one  could  be  your  retire- 
ment place,  one  could  be  the  place  you 
want  to  raise  kids,  one  could  be  the  place 


you  want  to  go  right  after  college  when 
you  are  looking  for  more  of  an  exciting, 
diverse,  social  experience." 

This  new  format  has  proven  to  be  a 
striking  success  for  Professor  Williams. 
During  the  spring  semester,  the  course 
included  1 9  students,  up  from  six  the  last 
time  It  was  taught  in  the  traditional  in- 
class  format,  and  14  of  the  enrollees  took 
the  course  as  an  elective. 

The  concepts  examined  In  Richard 
Florida's  book  are  familiar  to  Professor 
Williams,  who  is  a  geographical  scholar  in 
his  own  right.  In  March,  ABC  CLIO  pub- 
lished his  book  Global  Urban  Growth:  A 
Reference  Handbook,  an  in-depth  look  at 
the  macro  phenomenon  of  urban  growth. 
"In  2008,  the  UN  announced  to  the  world 
that  for  the  first  time  in  histon/,  half  of  the 
world's  people  were  living  in  cities,"  he 
said.  "My  book  studied  how  urban 
growth  takes  different  forms  in  different 
parts  of  the  world." 

Professor  Williams  saw  firsthand  the 
development  and  transformation  of  an 
urban  landscape  while  completing  his 
PhD  dissertation.  He  traveled  to  Nigeria 
m  graduate  school  to  study  land  tenure 
systems  in  the  hopes  that  this  would 
shed  light  on  the  success  or  failure  of 
policies  that  were  attempting  to  make 
more  productive  use  of  agricultural  and 
urban  land.  His  research  documented 
how  a  newly  instituted  state  Land  Use 
Commission  worked  alongside  traditional 
land  allocation  practices  governed  by 
tribal  custom  and  village  courts  at  the 
local  level. 

In  his  20  years  of  teaching  at  the  Uni- 
versity, Professor  Williams  has  been  part 
of  the  dramatic  growth  of  the  Department 
of  Histon/  and  Political  Science.  The  De- 
partment has  nearly  doubled  the  number 
of  faculty  and  added  two  new  multidisci- 


Projects  in  the  Department 
of  History  and  Political  Science 

The  Polling  Institute 

Since  2005,  the  Western  New  England  University 
Polling  Institute  has  been  checking  the  pulse  of 
the  region  on  many  hot  button  Issues.  Utilizing  20 
state-of-the-art  computer-assisted  telephone  Inter- 
viewing stations,  the  Institute  gives  faculty  and 
students  valuable  opportunities  to  design  and 
carry  out  public  opinion  research. 

South  Africa  and  Botswana  Seminar 

Led  by  Department  Chair  Marc  Dawson,  stu- 
dents spent  four  weeks  in  June  explonng  these 
two  nations,  studying  the  histon/  of  Apartheid, 
meeting  with  government  officials,  and  attending 
classes  at  the  University  of  Botswana. 

Whiting  Fellowship 

Associate  Professor  Men  Clark  was  awarded 
a  Whiting  fellowship  for  travel  during  her 
sabbatical  leave  in  Spam  and  Italy  along  with 
writing  a  book  chapter  for  an  edited  collection 
on  Latin  American  positivism. 

Socialist  Escapes:  Brealdng  Away 
from  Ideology  &  Everyday  Routine 
in  Eastern  Europe 

Associate  Professor  Cathenne  Plum  recently 
edited  and  contributed  a  chapter  to  this  book, 
due  out  in  Januan/  2013  from  Berghahn  Books. 


plinary  majors  (International  Studies  and 
Law  and  Society)  that  offer  specialized  al- 
ternatives to  its  traditional  majors  (Political 
Science  and  Histon/).  "  I  think  a  hallmark  of 
the  Department  is  that  all  of  our  majors  re- 
quire not  only  just  study  and  understand- 
ing of  the  U.S.,  but  also  the  world  around 
us.  Each  has  a  foreign  study  component 
that  requires  students  to  take  courses  that 
take  their  perspective  out  to  the  world. 
We  live  In  a  world  that  has  become  in- 
creasingly globalized,  where  opportunities 
are  not  limited  to  our  borders,  whether 
you  are  working  here  or  abroad." 

Faculty  in  this  Department  have  exten- 
sive expenence  doing  research  abroad  and 
this  summer,  three  are  leading  groups  of 
Western  New  England  students  In  study 
abroad  programs  in  Europe  and  Africa. 

With  faculty  members  possessing  the 
firsthand  international  experience  and 
forward  thinking  pedagogical  curriculum 
like  Professor  Williams,  our  students  are 
sure  to  be  prepared  to  enter  the  global 
community.  ■ 


BY  MARY  McLEAN  ORSZULAK  G'10 


Rodney  Smith  '89/G'03 


Once  an  Olympian, 
Always  an  Olympian 


Rodney  Smith  'SQ/G'OS  holds  a  special  place 
of  distinction  at  Western  New  England 
University  as  our  only  Olympic  medalist  to 
date,  explained  Assistant  Professor  and  Cen- 
ter for  International  Sport  Business  Director 
Curt  Hamakawa  L'83  to  a  packed  crowd  at 
a  Brown  Bag  Lunch  Series  "People  Who 
Inspire"  lecture  on  March  29. 

Students  came  to  hear  the  Downes  Ath- 
letic Hall  of  Famer  speak  of  his  glon/  days 
as  an  Olympic  Bronze  medalist,  represent- 
ing the  U.S.A.  in  Greco-Roman  Wrestling  in 
the  1992  Olympic  Games,  and  serving  as 
team  captain  in  the  1996  Games.  Instead, 
they  came  away  with  many  life  lessons 
from  a  man  who  told  them  that  the  disci- 
pline and  dedication  coaches  value  in  ath- 
letes are  no  different  then  those  employers 
expect  in  the  business  world.  "Wrestling  is 
a  no-excuse  sport,  and  life  is  a  no-excuse 
sport,"  he  said. 

After  graduating  from  Western  New  Eng- 
land with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  Sociology, 
Rodney  left  the  tutelage  of  Coach  Bob  Skel- 
ton  and  spent  nine  years  as  a  military  ath- 
lete in  the  Army,  gathering  accolades 
including  two-time  U.S.  Army  Soldier-of-the 
Year,  two-time  National  Champion,  1992 
U.S.  Armed  Forces  Athlete-of-the-Year,  and 
1996  Meritorious  Medal  recipient.  He 
earned  a  Master  of  Science  in  Criminal  Jus- 
tice through  our  Off-Campus  Programs  in 
2003. 

From  Local  Hero  to 
Olympic  Champion 

Rodney  told  the  audience  that  the  five- 
minute  match  that  made  him  an  Olympic 
medalist  remains  crystalized  in  his  mind 
some  20  years  later. 

"You  tram  your  whole  life  for  that  five 
minutes  that  encompasses  all  your  sweat 
and  tears,  trials  and  tribulations,"  recalled 
Rodney,  as  he  described  the  moments  wait- 
ing in  a  tunnel  leading  to  the  arena  before 
his  famed  match  against  Cuba's  Cecilio  Ro- 
driguez. "You  just  hear  chants,  'USA,  USA.' 
I  remember  jumping  around  nervously — all 


out  of  sorts,  but  the  chanting  got  louder,  and 
louder,  and  louder  As  you  start  running  up 
through  the  tunnel,  all  the  fear  and  anxiety 
just  goes  away  when  you  see  the  masses 
cheering.  Then  you  see  the  American  flag, 
which  just  does  something  to  you." 

Rodney  shared  with  the  students  the 
many  obstacles  he  faced  from  a  high  school 
injury  that  serendipitously  led  him  from  bas- 
ketball into  wrestling,  to  the  rivalry'  between 
the  Army  and  U.S.A.  teams  that  nearly 
dashed  his  Olympic  dreams,  to  fracturing 
his  back  and  fighting  back  to  captain  the 
1996  team.  Today,  Rodney  is  inspiring  the 
next  generation  of  wrestlers,  training  with 
Olympic  hopefuls  in  Colorado  Springs,  and 
as  the  head  coach  of  the  new  Hampden 
Charter  School  of  Science  in  Chicopee,  MA. 

He  credits  his  Springfield  roots  and 
choosing  to  study  at  Western  New  England, 
something  he's  called,  "The  best  decision  I 
ever  made,"  for  keeping  him  grounded. 
Rodney's  lifelong  role  model  has  been  his 
mother,  a  social  worker  and  athlete,  who  in- 
spired him  to  study  Sociology  and  dream  of 
becoming  an  Olympic  champion.  Dunng  an 
NBC  spotlight  on  the  1996  U.S.A.  Greco- 
Roman  Wrestling  team  hosted  by  sports- 
caster  Dick  Engberg,  Rodney  tearfully 
apologized  to  his  mother  for  not  bringing 
home  a  gold  medal. 

"My  Mom  had  13  sisters  so  I  was  a  very 
cared  for  child,"  said  Rodney,  "But  they 
were  tough.  I  didn't  have  a  male  role  model 
who  taught  me  how  to  be  a  man,  but  I  had 
a  lot  of  strong  women  who  taught  me  how 
to  be  a  human  being."  ■ 


"You're  never  a  former 
Olympian,"  says  dual 
degree  alumnus  Rodney 
Smith,  "Once  you're  an 
Olympian,  you're  always 
an  Olympian.  You  take  an 
oath  when  you  make  the 
Olympic  Games,  and  you 
carry  that  oath  with  you 
for  the  rest  of  your  life." 


MBA  Billboard  Series 
Has  Magic  Touch 


BY  MARY  McLEAN  ORSZULAK  G'10 


raveling  through  western  Massa- 
chusetts, you  may  have  spotted 
some  eye-catching  billboards  ad- 
vertising the  MBA  program  at 
Western  New  England  University. 
Not  only  have  the  billboards  and  ac- 
companying ad  campaign  won  a 
silver  award  in  the  27th  Annual  Education 
Awards  for  the  Higher  Ed  Marketing  Re- 
port, some  MBA  students  think  they  just 
may  have  "the  magic  touch." 

Using  bold  graphics  and  hip  headlines 
such  as  "Seriously,"  "Epic,"  "Sweet,"  and 
"Totally,"  each  billboard  and  ad  touts  a 
strength  of  our  MBA  program:  our  conve- 
nient online/optional  on-campus  delivery 
model,  the  advantage  of  our  AACSB  Inter- 
national accreditation,  our  reputation,  and 
the  option  to  complete  the  degree  "totally" 
online  in  just  one  year. 

When  MBA  student  Lianna  DeSimon 
first  saw  our  billboard,  she  wasn't  looking 
for  an  MBA  program  at  all — she  had  al- 
ready found  one — at  another  institution. 

In  an  online  MBA  classroom  discussion 
about  why  students  chose  our  program, 


Lianna  posted,  "I  had  already  started  tak- 
ing classes  at  another  college  prior  to  en- 
rolling, but  I  really  wasn't  enjoying  the 
curriculum  and  the  school  structure  in 
general. ..I  saw  a  Western  New  England 
billboard  on  1-91,  and  decided  I  wanted  to 
go  there." 

Enrolled  since  2011,  Lianna  reports,  "I 
am  happy  that  I  decided  to  transfer  to 
Western  New  England.  I  feel  that  the 
Western  New  England  MBA  program  is 
really  catered  to  working  professionals 
who  want  to  advance  themselves  with  a 
higher  degree. 

"With  Western  New  England,  I  have 
the  ability  to  listen  to  lectures  when  I  have 
the  most  time,  as  opposed  to  cramming  it 
in  during  the  work  week." 

As  to  the  power  of  persuasion  of  the  bill- 
board...Lianna's  MBA  classmate  Clayton 
Robinson  suggested  on  the  discussion 
board,  "Perhaps  that  billboard  has  some 
supernatural  power  that  connects  well  with 
our  frontal  cortex! " 

Or  maybe,  it  just  captures  what  makes 
our  MBA  program  so  appealing.  ■ 


Earn  an  advanced  degree 
from  your  alma  mater. 

College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 

Master  of  Arts  in  Communication  with 
a  Public  Relations  Concentration 

Master  of  Arts  in  English  for  Teachers 

Master  of  Arts  in  Mathematics  for  Teachers 

Master  of  Education  in  Elementary  Education 

Master  of  Education  in  Curriculum 
and  Instruction 

Master  of  Science  in  Applied 
Behavior  Analysis 

Master  of  Science  in  Policing 

Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  Behavior  Analysis 

College  of  Business 

Master  of  Business  Administration  (MBA) 
Master  of  Science  in  Accounting  (MSA) 
JD/MBA  Combined  Degree  Program 
JD/MSA  Combined  Degree  Program 
PharmD/MBA  Combined  Degree  Program 

College  of  Engineering 

Master  of  Science  in 
Electrical  Engineering 

Master  of  Science  in  Engineering 

Master  of  Science  in 

Engineering  Management 

Master  of  Science  in  Mechanical  Engineering 

MSEM/MBA  Combined  Degree  Program 

Doctor  of  Philosophy  in 
Engineering  Management 

Visit  www.wne.edu/graduatestudies 
to  learn  more. 
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AlumniNews 


BY  BRIAN  FITZGERALD 


The  Annual  Mark  Coffey  Memorial 
Golf  Outing  April  27  at  Tekoa  Country 
Club  in  Westfield,  MA,  raised  more 
than  $9,000  for  the  Mark  A.  Coffey 
Endowed  Memorial  Scholarship. 
The  winning  foursome  with  a  score 
of  60  consisted  of  Rod  McCorkill, 
Phil  Giguere  '06,  and  students  Mike 
Schenarts  and  Steven  Langlois.  Mark 
Coffey,  who  died  in  2002,  served  as 
chair  of  the  Department  of  Account- 
ing and  as  a  professor  of  accounting. 
Also  known  as  "Skip,"  he  taught  at 
Western  New  England  for  28  years. 

(L-R)  Mark's  brother  Mike  Coffey  G'79, 
president  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
Jim  Conlin,  and  Bart  McCarthy. 


Coffey  Golf  Outing  a  Success 


Falcons  Fever 
Strikes  Again 


Alumni,  staff,  faculty,  students,  family,  and 
friends  gathered  to  watch  the  Springfield 
Falcons  play  the  Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
Penguins  during  Western  New  England 
University  Day  at  the  MassMutual  Center 
March  1 1 . 

President  Anthony  S.  Caprio  kicked  off  the 
festivities  with  the  traditional  puck  drop, 
and  the  ROTC  Color  Guard  presented  the 
U.S.  flag  for  the  pregame  National  Anthem. 
The  afternoon  began  with  a  pregame  re- 
ception (Falcons  Fever  T-shirts  were  given 
to  all  reception  attendees),  photo  opportuni- 
ties with  the  Golden  Bear  and  Screech 
mascots.  There  were  also  souvenir  toss- 
outs  throughout  the  game. 


44th  Annual  Alumni  Golf  Tournament  Raises 
More  Than  $1 5,000  for  Scholarship 


Alumni  golfers  at  the  44th  Annual 
Alumni  Golf  Tournament  on  May  25 
started  their  Memorial  Day  weekend 
early  and  took  advantage  of  the  op- 
portunity to  get  together  with  fellow 
alumni  and  family  at  Wyckoff  Country 
Club  in  Holyoke,  MA.  The  event 
raised  more  than  $15,000  for  the 
Alumni  Association  Golf  Tournament 
Endowed  Scholarship. 

Highlights  included  exciting  raffle 
pnzes,  a  silent  auction  that  included 
Red  Sox  Green  Monster  tickets  and 
Red  Sox  box  seat  tickets,  and  a  hole- 
in-one  contest  on  the  fourth,  seventh, 
16th,  and  18th  holes.  There  were 
no  hole-in-one  contest  winners  this 
year — although  John  Edgar  did  get 
a  hole-in-one  on  the  ninth  hole. 

This  year's  honorary'  tournament  chair 
was  Glenn  Welch,  '84  president  and 
chief  operating  officer  of  Hampden 
Bancorp,  inc.  and  Hampden  Bank. 


The  winning  group  of  golfers,  with  a  score  of  53 
(pictured  L-R  with  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio) 
consisted  of  Ryan  Blair  '96,  Kevin  Smith  '96,  and 
Jeff  Renaud  '96. 

PRESENTING  SPONSOR; 

Hampden  Bank 

PLATINUM  SPONSORS 

People's  United  Bank  •  Walgreens 

•  Liberty  Mutual  •  Westfield  Bank 

GOLD  SPONSORS; 

TD  Bank  •  Alumni  Association  Board 

of  Directors 
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Alumni  and  Students  Attend 
Insightful  Workshops  at  the 
Plan  for  Success:  Career 
Strategies  Senninar 


Keynote  speaker  Dr.  Steve  Sobel,  a  nationally  recognized  educator, 
coach,  and  motivational  speaker,  addresses  participants. 

Navigating  today's  challenging  job  market  can  be  a  for- 
nnidable  task,  but  attendees  at  the  Plan  for  Success: 
Career  Strategies  Seminar  learned  how  to  positively 
brand  their  experience  and  qualifications  to  gam  a 
competitive  advantage.  This  Annual  Educational  Out- 
reach Seminar  was  sponsored  by  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion and  TD  Insurance,  Workshops  offered  to  alumni, 
students,  and  members  of  the  public  were  Resume 
Review,  Networking  Strategies,  Interviews  and  Appli- 
cation Guidelines,  and  Job  Strategies. 

"The  event  was  a  complete  success,"  says  Director 
of  Alumni  Relations  Kathy  Pappas  G'98.  "This  was 
a  perfect  example  of  alumni  helping  alumni  and  stu- 
dents by  sharing  their  invaluable  knowledge  and 
experience." 

The  event  was  organized  by  Olivia  Mazzarella  '10, 
volunteer  management  committee  chair  on  the 
Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors. 

Join  us  for  our  next  seminar  on  September  19,  2012. 

Read  more  about  the  event  in  our  Web  Extras  online. 


ily  Look  for  The  Communicator's  "Web  Extras"  on 
the  Alumni  Website;  www.wne.edu/alumni. 

View  photo  albums/slide  shows  and  videos 
of  many  of  these  events. 


University  Honors  Alunnni 
at  Appreciation  Dinner 


Pictured  at  the  event  are  (L-R)  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio,  Nick 
Fyntrilakis  G'04,  and  2010  Alumnus  of  the  Year  George  Burtch  '91. 

On  June  1 ,  201 1 ,  a  tornado  ripped  through  Springfield  and 
not  only  wrecked  homes,  schools,  businesses,  and  trees; 
it  also  stalled  the  momentum  of  a  city  that  was  slowly 
recovering  from  state  receivership  and  a  recession.  Nearly 
a  year  later,  Nick  Fyntnlakis  G'04  received  the  Alumnus  of 
the  Year  Award  for  helping  get  the  city  back  on  track. 

Fyntnlakis,  vice  president  of  community  responsibility  at 
MassMutual,  is  also  cochairman  of  the  Rebuild  Springfield 
initiative  and  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Develop- 
Springfield,  a  private  nonprofit  group  leading  the  city's 
post-tornado  plan  in  conjunction  with  the  Springfield 
Redevelopment  Authority. 

In  his  role  at  Rebuild  Springfield,  Fyntnlakis  "has  helped 
lead  a  process  that  took  the  input  of  about  3,000  city  resi- 
dents to  build  a  sweeping  master  plan  that  will  not  just  re- 
build the  city — It  will  also  redevelop  and  create  a  new  city,' 
said  George  Burtch  '91  at  the  Alumni  Appreciation  Dinner 
May  16.  "This  three-to-five-year  plan  will  make  Springfield 
a  more  vibrant  place  than  it  was  before  disaster  struck." 

Receiving  the  LaRiviere  Award  for  Service  to  the  Alumni 
Board  was  Mat  Nelson  '93,  immediate  past  president  of 
the  Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors. 

Curt  Hamakawa  L'83,  assistant  professor  of  Sport  Manage- 
ment and  the  director  of  the  Center  for  International  Sport 
Business,  was  presented  with  the  Special  Projects  Award 
for  bringing  nationally  known  speakers  to  campus  for  the 
For  the  Love  of  the  Games  speaker  series. 

The  Faculty/Staff  Award  was  presented  to  Records/Com- 
mencement Specialist  Rebecca  Sargent  in  recognition  for 
efforts  to  provide  more  than  5,000  University  diplomas  to 
alumni.  In  201 1  Western  New  England  offered  all  alumni 
free  University  diplomas  to  replace  their  College  diplomas. 


SportsUpdate 


BY  KEN  CERINO 


Men's  Hockey  enjoys 
best  season  in  18  years 

Displaying  excellence  on  and  off  the  ice,  the  Western  New  England 
men's  hockey  team  finished  with  a  14-12-1  record  for  its  first  winning 
season  in  18  years  and  second  highest  win  total  in  program  history 
(the  1993-94  squad  went  15-7-1). 

The  Golden  Bears  also  posted  an  8-5-1  markforthird  place 
in  the  ECAC  Northeast  and  advanced  to  the  semifinals  of  the 
league  tournament. 

Western  New  England  had  a  young  squad  with  nine  freshmen 
and  13  sophomores  on  the  28-player  roster,  but  quickly  became 
the  talk  of  the  region  after  beginning  the  year  by  winning  six 
of  its  first  eight  contests. 

The  Golden  Bears  dropped  their  season  openerto 
Westfield  State  4-2  in  the  annual  Falcons  Cup  played  at 
the  MassMutual  Center  in  downtown  Springfield,  then 
repeated  as  Pepperidge  Farm  Face-Off  Classic  champions 
with  a  5-2  win  over  Johnson  &  Wales  and  4-1  decision 
over  host  Worcester  State  in  the  title  game. 


Captains  Joe  Deptula  '12  and  Kor/  Grahl  '12 
hold  first-place  Pepperidge  Farm  Face-Off 
Classic  tropfiy. 


Varsity  and  alumni  players  pose  for  group  picture  following  the  Alumni  Game  in  December 


THIRD-YEAR  COACH  Greg  Heffernan 
then  directed  his  upstart  team  to  a  dra- 
matic 2-1  win  over  Wentworth  who 
went  on  to  win  the  ECAC  Northeast 
crown  and  advanced  to  the  second 
round  of  the  NCAA  Division  III  Champi- 
onship. This  was  Western  New  Eng- 
land's first  victory  over  the  Leopards  in 
1 8  meetings  dating  back  to  1 997  and  just 
the  second  in  20  all-time  games. 

Western  New  England's  fast  start  did 
not  go  unnoticed  by  the  national  writers 
as  the  Golden  Bears  made  school  history 
by  receiving  votes  (three)  for  the  first 
time  in  the  D3hockey.com  National  Poll. 

Heffernan's  squad  struggled  in  mid-sea- 
son, but  rebounded  well  with  a  4-1-1  finish 
highlighted  by  a  thnlling  2-2  overtime  tie 
against  a  good  Nichols  team  that  proved 
to  be  the  difference  in  securing  a  first- 
round  home  game  in  the  playoffs. 

Western  New  England  played  perhaps 
its  best  game  of  the  year  by  edging  John- 
son &  Wales  2-1  in  the  ECAC  quarterfinals 
before  falling  to  top-seeded  Wentworth 
5-3  on  the  road. 

"I  thought  we  had  a  positive  season 
in  terms  of  growth  in  the  program,"  said 
Heffernan,  who  was  named  head  coach 
in  2009.  "We  were  young  and  gained 
valuable  experience  that  we  can  take 
into  our  future." 

Heffernan  also  noted  that  a  key  factor 
was  the  team  chemistry.  "We  have  a  fam- 
ily environment  and  group  of  players  who 
believe  in  our  system.  I  thought  we  did 
a  really  nice  job  of  buying  into  the  team 
concept,"  he  stated. 

Heffernan  and  his  assistants  Clay  Stra- 
chan  '99  and  Steve  Rizer  deserve  most  of 
the  credit  for  making  Western  New  Eng- 
land one  of  the  top  programs  in  the  ECAC. 


Coach  Greg  Heffernan 


Alumni  created  a  special  "trophy"  to  celebrate  the  season. 


Heffernan  inherited  a  team  that  had 
won  only  17  games  the  previous  three 
years,  including  only  three  during  the 
2008-09  season.  His  first  squad  managed 
three  victories  in  2009-10,  but  bounced 
back  with  an  8-17-1  mark  the  following 
year  in  qualifying  for  the  league  tourna- 
ment for  the  first  time  since  2000. 

Numerous  players  contributed  to  the 
team's  success  as  the  six-game  improve- 
ment in  victories  ranked  among  the  best 
among  NCAA  men's  hockey  teams. 

Sophomore  goalie  Eric  Sorenson  (Fair- 
port,  NY)  made  the  ECAC  Northeast  Sec- 
ond Team  after  compiling  an  11-9  record 
and  a  2.76  goals-against-average  with  a 
.914  save  percentage. 

The  Indy  Connection 

Western  New  England  also  had  two  of  the 
top  freshmen  in  the  league  in  forward 
Brandon  Stroud  (Clarksville,  IN),  and  de- 
fenseman  Adam  Bnstol  (Carmel,  IN)  who 
both  made  the  ECAC  All-Rookie  Team. 

Stroud  led  the  Golden  Bears  with  28 
points  (1 2  goals,  1 6  assists)  in  earning  All- 
League  Honorable  Mention.  He  finished 
fourth  nationally  for  points  per  game  by  a 
rookie  (1.08  avg.).  Bristol  helped  anchor 
the  defensive  unit  that  held  opponents  to 


under  three  goals  a  game  (2.99)  for  the 
first  time  in  the  program's  32-year  history. 

Three  sophomore  forwards  compiled 
over  20  points:  Dan  Monahan  (Monroe, 
NY)  (12  goals,  9  assists),  Trent  Krueger 
(White  Bear  Lake,  MN)  (12-8),  and  John 
Kelly  (Staten  Island,  NY)  (6-14).  Krueger 
and  Kelly  each  netted  four  game-winning 
goals  apiece,  which  tied  for  seventh  na- 
tionally. 

Heffernan  was  especially  pleased  with 
the  fact  that  his  squad  was  actively  in- 
volved in  numerous  community  projects. 

In  addition,  senior  forward  Kon/  Grahl 
(San  Diego,  CA):  sophomore  forward 
Chris  Connors  (Albany,  NY);  Monahan, 
sophomore  defenseman  Cam  Napolitan 
(East  Longmeadow,  MA);  sophomore  for- 
ward Brian  Prost  (Parma,  OH);  Sorenson, 
and  sophomore  defenseman  Dave  Tavella 
(East  Longmeadow,  MA)  all  made  the 
ECAC  Academic  Team. 

"I  like  who  we  have  returning  in  terms 
of  personnel  for  next  season.  We  have  as 
always  been  working  hard  to  add  the  ven/ 
best  incoming  freshmen  that  we  can.  I 
think  people  will  see  a  more  mature 
hockey  club  and  great  cohesiveness.  I 
can't  wait  for  practice  to  begin  in  Octo- 
ber," Heffernan  said.  ■ 
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I960 

MALCOLM  G.  TOTTINGHAM 
(accounting/G'63  MBA)  reports 
that  he  retired  from  his  position  as 
treasury  manager  of  the  New  Eng- 
land region  for  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  Supply  Company  in  1992. 
"I  am  very  proud  of  Western  New 
England  and  have  my  University 
window  cling  on  my  car,"  according 
to  Malcolm.  "Every  time  I  get  in 
my  car  and  look  at  it  I  am  proud." 

1971 

MICHAEL  P.  MCCARTHY 

(accounting)  was  appointed  chief 
financial  officer  of  BioNitrogen 
Corp.  in  Miami.  Michael  has  served 
as  vice  president  of  Weston,  FL- 
based  Commercial  Lending  Part- 
ners and  director  of  operations  and 
customer  care  at  Aqua-Gulf  Trans- 
port. He  is  also  the  former  presi- 
dent and  CEO  of  Carben  Inc./Pan 
Atlantic  Carrier  Services  Inc. 

1972 

DAN  D'ARCY  (industrial  engineer- 
ing) IS  founder  and  president  of 
Allpower.  a  marine,  powersport, 
and  power  equipment  retailer  in 
Granby,  MA. 

1975 

FRANCIS  A.  DUPUIS  (mechanical 
engineering)  has  produced  many 
designs,  was  awarded  three 
patents  over  the  years,  and 
received  Chemical  Processing 
Magazine's  Vaaler  award,  which 
honors  products  and  services  that 
can  significantly  improve  plant  op- 
erations and  economics.  "Thank 
you  Western  New  England  for  an 
exciting  adventure,"  he  writes. 
"I  am  retired  now  and  missing 
the  challenges  of  engineering." 

1976 

WILLIAM  J.  MOGE  (general  busi- 
ness) was  inducted  into  the  Billy 
Wise  Sr — Cathedral  High  School 


Sports  Hall  of  Fame  in  Springfield, 
MA,  in  201 1 .  William,  a  Downes 
Athletic  Hall  of  Famer  at  Western 
New  England  University,  served  as 
team  captain  in  football,  basketball, 
and  baseball  at  Cathedral.  He  was 
a  record-breaking  Golden  Bear 
quarterback. 

1978 

ERIC  WILDER  (accounting)  has 
been  named  director  of  the  Secun- 
ties  and  Business  Investments  Di- 
vision of  the  State  of  Connecticut 
Department  of  Banking.  He  began 
working  at  the  department  in  1978, 
has  served  as  the  assistant  director 
of  the  Securities  Division  since 
1984,  and  has  been  acting  director 
since  April  2011. 

1980 

PETER  R.  ELKAS  (management) 
was  appointed  vice  president  of 
sales,  electric  utility  at  Graybar, 
an  electrical  and  communications 
company.  He  is  an  active  partici- 
pant in  several  utility  organizations 
and  has  had  roles  at  the  branch  and 
district  levels,  including  sales  man- 
ager, branch  manager,  and  director 
of  sales. 

1981 

RICK  C.  WELKER  (accounting)  was 
named  vice  president  and  chief 
accounting  officer  of  the  Peabody, 
MA,  based  Beacon  Roofing  Supply, 
Inc.  He  joined  Beacon  in  2004  and 
has  assisted  with  the  growrth  of  the 
company,  including  many  acquisi- 
tions. Rick  is  a  CPA  and  Certified 
Management  Accountant. 

1983 

SAM  S.  PEPPER  JR.  (finance)  is 
the  new  chief  operating  officer  for 
Enterprise  Bank  and  Trust's  Kansas 
City  region.  He  was  previously  a  re- 
gional manager  for  corporate  bank- 
ing of  M&l  Bank,  as  well  as  senior 
vice  president  and  team  leader  in 
Minneapolis. 


BARBARA  SHAW  (social  work) 
was  named  the  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  social  service  agency 
Hands  on  Hartford.  She  is  a  veter- 
an social  worker,  has  served  as  the 
director  of  programs  Hartford,  CT, 
organization  for  the  past  eight 
years,  and  was  named  interim 
CEO  earlier  this  year 

1984 

EUGENE  J.  CASSIDY  (accounting) 
has  been  named  the  president  of 
the  Eastern  States  Exposition  in 
West  Springfield,  MA.  He  has 
served  as  the  Big  E's  director  of 
finance  since  1993  and  was  pro- 
moted in  March  201 1  to  executive 
vice  president  and  chief  operating 
officer  of  the  exposition. 

LINDA  S.  SYNIEC  (accounting) 
joined  the  accounting  firm  Sulli- 
van, Poulln  &  Payne,  PC.  in  West 
Spnngfield,  MA.  She  has  over  25 
years  of  accounting  experience 
with  expertise  in  providing  tax 
services  to  clients  that  include 
private  companies  and  high  net 
worth  individuals. 

MARY  T.  TZAMBAZAKIS  (fi- 
nance/LOl)  has  been  named  chief 
administrative  officer  at  the  Hart- 
ford Public  Library  in  Hartford,  CT. 
She  was  previously  the  town  man- 
ager in  Ware,  MA, 


WILLIAM  J.  MOGE  '76 


EUGENE  J.  CASSIDY  '84 


LINDA  S.  SYNIEC  '84 


George  Moriarty  '56  (accounting)  celebrates  his  89th 
birthday  with  family  and  friends  on  March  4,  2012,  at 
the  Steaming  Tender  in  Palmer,  MA. 


Lj.;;..v.ic 


GLENN  S.  WELCH  (finance)  was 
appointed  president  and  chief  oper- 
ating officer  of  Hampden  Bancorp, 
Inc.  as  well  as  director  of  the  com- 
pany and  bank.  He  has  been  at 
Hampden  Bank  since  1998,  most 
recently  as  executive  vice  presi- 
dent and  division  executive  of 
business  banking.  Glenn  currently 
serves  as  chairman  of  the  Affiliated 
Chambers  of  Commerce  of  Greater 
Springfield,  chair  of  the  Board  of 
the  Scibelli  Enterprise  Center,  and 
treasurer  of  the  Exchange  Club  of 
Springfield.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Western  New  England  Univer- 
sity College  of  Business  Advisory 
Board,  DevelopSpringfield,  and  the 
City  2  City  project. 

1985 

PAMELA  KEOUGH  (quantitative 
methods/G'90  MBA)  has  been 
appointed  senior  vice  president, 
IT  Control  &  Enterprise  Services 
of  Selective  Insurance  Company 
of  America.  She  was  previously 
senior  vice  president,  information 
officer  for  General  Reinsurance 
Corporation. 

1988 

DAVID  SPAGNOLO  (MBA)  was 
recently  hired  by  Kunzler  &  Co.  as 
senior  meat  and  food  ingredient 
buyer.  He  was  previously  director 
of  food  purchasing  at  Bumble 
Bee  Foods. 

1989 

JOSEPH  TATA  JR.  (psychology) 
IS  currently  a  training  lieutenant 
for  the  Connecticut  Department 
of  Corrections  at  the  Academy.  He 
also  works  at  Cabela's,  an  outdoor 
equipment  business,  in  East  Hart- 
ford, CT,  and  has  been  selected  by 
Cabela's  Corporate  to  become  a 
pro  staff  member  in  the  area  of  fly 
fishing.  He  lives  in  Windsor,  CT, 

1990 

MARY  BLAIR  (accounting/G'95 
MBA)  was  named  director  of  pro- 
duction at  ForeSite  Technologies 
in  East  Hartford,  CT.  She  |oins  the 
company  with  20  years  of  technol- 
ogy operations  and  client  services 
management  experience.  Mary 


was  previously  vice  president  of 
operations  at  VCI  Solutions 

LYNN  BROWN  (MBA)  was  ap- 
pointed the  first  vice  president  of 
commercial  banking  for  Peoples- 
Bank.  She  IS  also  chair  of  the  board 
of  directors  for  the  Behavioral 
Health  Network  and  is  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
East  Longmeadow  (MA)  Education 
Endowment  Fund. 

MAUREEN  BRYANT  (MBA)  has 
been  chosen  the  new  president 
and  CEO  of  Provena  Mercy  Med- 
ical Center  in  Aurora,  IL.  She  was 
previously  president  and  CEO  of 
Morton  Hospital  &  Medical  Center 
in  Taunton,  MA.  Pnor  to  her  posi- 
tions at  Morton,  Maureen  was  the 
executive  vice  president  and  chief 
administrative  officer  at  Albany 
(NY)  Medical  Center  She  was  also 
the  executive  vice  president  and 
COO  at  Silver  Cross  Hospital  in 
Joliet,  IL. 

RICH  KOZIKOWSKI  (marketing/ 
G'92  MBA)  IS  a  store  manager 
at  Stop  &  Shop  in  Enfield,  CT, 
who  helped  to  raise  $20,126  for 
Food  for  Friends  2010.  By  hosting 
"Turkey  Bowling,"  ringing  bells  at 
every  $1 ,000  milestone,  holding 
bake  sales,  and  fostering  some 
friendly  competition  between 
associates.  Rich  helped  the  Enfield 
Food  Panto/  and  Foodshare  benefit 
from  his  team's  efforts. 

1991 

PAUL  EVON  (management) 
was  named  general  manager  for 
Atlantic  Canada  by  Enterprise  Hold- 
ings. He  has  20  years  of  experi- 
ence with  the  company.  Paul's 
team  has  won  vanous  regional 
awards  in  the  past  five  years,  in- 
cluding the  American  Red  Cross 
Spint  Award  and  the  Hendrick 
Honda  Business  Partner  of  the 
Year  Award. 


1992 

NORMAND  G.  DESMARAIS 

(MBA)  has  been  elected  to  the 
board  of  directors  for  the  Gateway 
Community  and  Technical  College 
Foundation  in  Covington,  KY.  He  is 
the  chairman  and  founding  partner 


of  TIER  1  Performance  Solutions, 
LLC.  Since  1989,  he  has  founded 
four  companies  in  manufacturing 
and  high  tech  industries.  Normand 
has  also  served  as  vice  president  of 
enterprise  learning  for  AF  Kelly  and 
as  president  and  CEO  of  Cambridge 
Digital  Media  in  Cambridge,  MA. 

1993 

KAREN  DEMERS  (communication) 
was  recently  named  director  of  the 
Wilbraham  (MA)  Public  Library.  A 
longtime  employee  of  the  libran/, 
she  moderates  many  of  the  book 
clubs  and  reading  programs  there 
and  also  organizes  speakers  and 
workshops. 

1994 

MEL  MADISON  (marketing)  has 
been  appointed  to  the  Bennington 
Museum  board  of  trustees  in  Ben- 
nington, VT.  In  1996,  he  launched 
Madison  Brewing  Co.  Mel  and  his 
family  were  past  recipients  of  the 
General  John  Stark  Award  for  their 
service  to  the  museum. 

1996 

JAMES  JONES  II  (law  enforce- 
ment) was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  major  and  took  command  of  the 
Massachusetts  National  Guard's 
101st  Regiment's  Officer  Candi- 
date Company  at  Camp  Edwards. 
He  served  in  Afghanistan  during 
2003  and  in  Iraq  in  2009.  He  was 
on  active  duty  for  Operation  Firm 
Resolve  at  Logan  International  Air- 
port after  the  September  1 1 ,  2001 , 
terrorist  attacks  and  for  Operation 
Southern  Comfort  in  response  to 
Hurricane  Katrina  in  New  Orleans. 
James  was  awarded  the  Bronze 
Star  Medal,  the  Army  Commenda- 
tion Medal,  and  the  Army  Achieve- 
ment Medal  with  Oak  Leaf  Cluster 
He  IS  a  Massachusetts  State  Police 
lieutenant 

TODD  S.  LANG  (MS  cnminal  jus- 
tice administration)  was  promoted 
to  sergeant  of  the  Amherst  (MA) 
Police  Department.  He  is  involved 
in  many  community  programs, 
such  as  bicycle  patrol.  Youth  Ad- 
venture Academy,  and  the  adven- 
ture-based ropes  course.  Todd  is  a 
1 7-year  veteran  of  the  department. 
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DAVID  THIBAULT  03 


GINA  LOVOTTI  05 


BETH  BARSZCZ  '07 


PETER  DINARDO  09 


1997 

PETER  GRACZYKOWSKI 

(MBA/JD  '03)  has  taken  the  posi- 
tion of  East  Providence,  Rl.  city 
manager.  In  the  past  he  has  served 
as  the  assistant  town  administrator 
and  human  resources  director  for 
the  town  of  Vernon,  CT;  as  admin- 
istrative services  director  and  proj- 
ect manager  for  the  City  of  Spring- 
field. MA;  and  spent  12  years 
working  in  vanous  administrative 
positions  in  Chicopee,  MA. 

1999 

MICHAEL  ROACH  (criminal  jus- 
tice) was  promoted  from  trooper 
first  class  to  the  rank  of  sergeant 
for  the  Connecticut  State  Police. 

2001 

BRIAN  CALDERONE  (marketing 
communications/advertising)  self- 
published  a  manual  entitled  Front 
of  the  Class  to  Top  of  the  Sales 
Rankings.  The  book  covers  such 
"business  basics"  as  interviewing, 
training,  presentations,  pricing, 
account  management,  and  other 
topics. 

JEFF  CHAPLIN  (MS  criminal  jus- 
tice administration)  was  promoted 
to  police  sergeant  after  spending 
the  past  1 5  years  of  his  career  as 
a  patrolman  for  the  Randolph  (MA) 
Police  Department.  He  lives  in 
Raynham,  MA,  with  his  wife 
Deborah:  and  their  two  children, 
Christina,  1 1,  and  Sean,  8. 

2002 

RYAN  BOWEY  (sport  manage- 
ment) is  now  head  golf  profession- 
al at  the  CuisinArt  Golf  Resort  and 
Spa  in  Anguilla,  British  West  Indies. 
A  golf  professional  since  2003,  he 
became  a  Class  A  Member  of  the 
PGA  of  America  in  2010.  He  previ- 
ously worked  at  Indian  Hill  Country 
Club  in  Newington,  CT,  Temenos 
Golf  Course  in  Anguilla,  The  Ritz- 
Carlton  Golf  Club  in  Jupiter,  FL. 
and  Jupiter  Hills  in  Tequesta,  FL. 


MICHAEL  RAYMOND  (sport  man- 
agement/G  04  MBA)  is  the  new 
head  coach  of  the  Lake  Forest 
College  women's  and  men's  tennis 
programs.  He  has  held  various 
coaching  positions  at  other 
schools,  including  the  University 
of  Hartford  and  Allegheny  College. 
Michael  earned  Great  Northeast 
Athletic  Conference  Player  of  the 
year  honors  as  a  senior  at  Western 
New  England  University  and  was 
named  Male  Scholar  Athlete-of-the- 
Year  after  leading  the  Golden  Bears 
to  the  GNAC  title. 

CHRISTOPHER  WYSTEPEK  (busi- 
ness/MBA'09)  has  been  promoted 
to  associate  director  of  admissions 
at  Western  New  England  University. 

2003 

DAVID  THIBAULT  (MBA)  was 
promoted  to  vice  president  of 
Business  Banking  at  PeoplesBank. 
He  was  previously  assistant  vice 
president,  commercial  lending. 

TIM  WHITNEY  (MBA)  recently 
wrote  the  book  The  Fast  Track  50- 
The  Get-Ahead  Guide  for  Tempo- 
rary Employees,  which  is  available 
on  amazon.com.  He  describes  it  as 
"a  book  of  actions,  attitudes,  and 
behaviors  that  most  successful 
temps  have  in  common." 

2004 

OTTO  J.  FRIZZELL  (government) 
was  appointed  town  clerk  in  West 
Springfield,  MA.  He  interned  for 
Mayor  Edward  J.  Gibson  during  his 
senior  year  at  Western  New  Eng- 
land, and  has  worked  in  the  town 
clerk's  office  since  2005.  Otto,  a 
native  of  Phillipston,  MA,  lives  in 
Westfield,  MA. 


2005 

CHARLES  GRAY  (MS  criminal 
justice  administration)  has  been 
promoted  to  provisional  lieutenant 
of  the  North  Andover  (MA)  Police 
Department.  He  is  in  charge  of  the 
cnminal  investigations,  and  is  also 
the  day  shift  supervisor  and  drug 
recognition  expert,  as  well  as  a 
K-9  officer. 


TROY  O.  LADUE  (MBA)  is  an 
executive  flight  coordinator  at  the 
MassMutual  Financial  Group  in 
Springfield  MA.  Troy  is  a  member 
of  the  National  Business  Aviation 
Association's  Schedulers  &  Dis- 
patchers Committee  and  chair  of 
Its  scholarship  subcommittee. 

GINA  LOVOTTI  (general  business) 
has  been  promoted  to  assistant 
director  of  advertising  at  Western 
New  England  University.  She  is  re- 
sponsible for  planning  and  monitor- 
ing the  University's  annual  ad  budg- 
et for  print,  online,  television,  radio, 
and  out-of-home  advertising. 

2006 

KYLE  LINDSAY  (sport  manage- 
ment) IS  an  account  executive  for 
the  New  England  Revolution  soc- 
cer team.  He  was  an  athletic  mar- 
keting assistant  at  University  of 
Oregon;  as  well  as  the  assistant 
marketing  &  promotions  coordina- 
tor at  the  University  of  Massachu- 
setts Amherst. 

2007 

BETH  BARSZCZ  (management) 
has  been  promoted  to  assistant 
director  for  publicity  and  internal 
communication  at  Western  New 
England  University.  Beth  publicizes 
University  events,  serves  as  editor 
of  the  Campus  Focus  online 
newsletter,  and  maintains  the 
institution's  social  media  pages, 
including  Facebook,  Twitter,  and 
YouTube.  She  received  her  MBA 
in  Entrepreneurial  Thinking  and 
Innovative  Practices  from  Bay  Path 
College  in  201 1 .  Beth  is  a  member 
of  the  Springfield  Leadership  Insti- 
tute Class  of  2012. 

DAYNE  POIROT  (history)  was 
appointed  athletic  director  at  the 
Hoosac  Valley  High  School  in 
Cheshire,  MA.  For  the  past  five 
years  he  was  the  technology  coor- 
dinator in  the  Adams-Cheshire 
Regional  School  District  and  will 
continue  to  maintain  those  duties, 
as  well  as  his  new  responsibilities. 


ERIN  DOHERTY  '11 


Where  Are  They  Now? 


2008 

JON  HAYES  (criminal  justice) 
loined  the  roster  for  the  Boston 
Rockhoppers,  a  team  in  the  North 
American  Lacrosse  League,  Last 
year  he  played  two  regular-season 
games  and  two  playoff  games  for 
the  Boston  Cannons,  Jon  was  a 
two-time  Division  III  All-American  at 
Western  New  England  University. 

2009 

SETH  DeWITT  (sport  management) 
joined  the  front  office  of  the  Adiron- 
dack (NY)  Phantoms,  an  American 
Hockey  League  team,  in  the  dual 
role  of  corporate  partnership  fulfill- 
ment and  merchandise  director, 

PETER  DINARDO  (marketing  com- 
munications/advertising) IS  now  a 
private  client  specialist  at  Fidelity 
Investments,  and  where  he  was 
previously  a  defined  contributions 
representative, 

2010 

TIM  ARDUINO  (sport  manage- 
ment) IS  a  sales  planner  for  NBC 
Sports.  He  was  previously  a  Syfy 
sales  assistant  at  NBCUniversal, 
Inc. 

KYLE  BAK  (sport  management) 
IS  a  trainer  for  the  New  England 
Revolution  Youth  Academy  and  is 
also  the  women's  soccer  assistant 
coach  and  goalkeeper  coach  for 
Providence  College. 

2011 

TIM  CONROD  (sport  management) 
IS  an  ad  solutions  and  revenue  ana- 
lyst for  ESPN.  He  was  previously  a 
project  statistics  analyst  at  ESPN. 

ERIN  DOHERTY  (sport  manage- 
ment) has  been  named  a  campus 
events  operational  assistant  at 
Western  New  England  University, 
She  IS  also  the  assistant  women's 
lacrosse  coach, 

MALLORY  HOUSEHOLDER  (gen- 
eral business)  has  accepted  a  posi- 
tion at  LEGO  as  a  territory  repre- 
sentative in  Enfield,  CT,  "I  am  so 
excited  about  this  opportunity," 
she  writes.  She  was  previously 


a  mortgage  underwriter/loan 
accountant  at  Farm  Credit  East, 

BRAD  MEDEIROS  (sport  manage- 
ment) IS  an  account  executive  for 
the  Springfield  Armor  basketball 
team  and  was  previously  an  inside 
sales  representative  with  the  team 

SAMANTHA  SHOMO  (educa- 
tion/psychology) IS  the  new 
women's  volleyball  coach  at  Anna 
Maria  College  in  Paxton,  MA,  She 
recently  coached  at  the  Raritan 
Athletic  Center  in  Flemington,  NJ, 
While  at  Western  New  England, 
she  won  the  Unsung  Hero  and 
Coach's  Awards, 


BONNIE  (SEPKO)  MALLEY  '83 

Executive  Vice  President  and 
Chief  Administrative  Officer  (CAO), 
The  Phoenix  Companies 
Suffield,  CT 


New  Arrivals 


Lilian  Debra  Jane  Tavares,  June  3, 
201 0,  to  JOHN  TAVARES  '02  and 
Lindsay  Tavares 


Liam  Michael  Guiry,  September 
23,  201 1 ,  to  LAUREN  MELLO  '11 
and  MATT  GUIRY  '11 


Greyson  Liam  Boldyga  (pictured 
with  parents),  November  12,  2011, 
to  NICHOLAS  BOLDYGA  '02  and 
Jessica  Boldyga 


Bonnie  Malley  '83  has  been  with  The  Phoenix  Companies 
in  Hartford  for  the  last  26  years.  She  held  many  roles  in 
the  corporation's  Finance  division  before  moving  to  Hu- 
man Resources  in  2004.  In  her  current  position  as  chief 
administrative  officer,  Bonnie  oversees  HR,  Information 
Technology,  and  Corporate  Communications. 

How  did  the  positions  you  held  prior  to  becoming  CAO 
prepare  you  for  the  leadership  role  you  have  today? 

"Each  role  I  had  required  a  combination  of  technical  skills 
and  leadership  skills.  I  enjoyed  working  for  a  smaller 
company,  which  allowed  me  to  experience  a  wide  range 
of  assignments  with  increased  responsibility  and  visibility. 
I  worked  extremely  hard,  was  open  to  feedback,  and 
learned  from  each  assignment  I  was  given.  Also  I  have 
been  able  to  leverage  the  financial  skills  I  developed  as 
an  accountant  and  applied  them  in  my  HR  and  IT  roles." 

What  are  some  of  the  main  challenges  facing 
HR  today  in  the  finance  industry? 

"The  main  challenges  are  the  attraction  and  retention  of 
highly  skilled  employees.  Insurance  is  a  competitive  indus- 
try with  the  need  for  actuaries,  technology  specialists,  and 
finance  professionals.  As  a  small  company,  we  continue 
to  search  for  ways  to  create  a  challenging,  engaging  work 
environment  so  we  can  retain  our  top  talent." 

How  did  Western  New  England  prepare  you 
for  your  career  and  present  position? 

"I  was  an  accounting  major  and  the  program  left  me  well 
prepared  to  move  directly  to  a  Big  8  accounting  firm. 
Firms  viewed  the  Accounting  program  favorably  and  they 
recruited  Western  New  England  students  aggressively. 
When  I  started  the  accounting  training  program  at  Arthur 
Andersen,  I  felt  very  confident  in  my  accounting  skills. 
This  confidence  allowed  me  to  focus  on  other  areas  of 
development  in  their  training  program.  I  also  feel  the 
smaller  size  of  the  school  and  the  classes  allowed  me  to 
interact  directly  with  faculty  and  my  peers.  This  allowed 
me  to  develop  my  confidence  and  people  skills  which  are 
so  important  in  all  aspects  of  life." 
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Marriages 

JENNIFER  LYNN  PAQUIN  '96  and 

Paul  Vrissis,  November  13,  2010, 
in  Westfield,  MA 

CHRISTOPHER  WYSTEPEK  '02/G'09 

and  Heather  Langevin,  April  29,  201 1. 
in  Newport,  Rl 

JEFFREY  STANWOOD  '06  and  JESSICA 
GARCIA  '06,  June  11,  2011,  in  Westfield,  MA 

WESLEY  D.  SMITH  '08  and  Amanda  M.  Beck, 
June  27,  201 1,  in  Stonehole  Bay  Beach, 
Bermuda 

DIANNA  L.  DISTEFANO  G'10  and  John  F 
DeCaro.  July  9.  201 1,  in  Springfield,  MA 

BENJAMIN  A.  SACZAWA  '98  and  Karen  L. 
McKeehan,  August  27,  201 1,  in  Westfield,  MA 

CHRISTINE  LABRIE  '08/G'09  and  MARK 
DeBONEE  '07/G'08,  September  16,  2011, 
In  Las  Vegas 

KALEENA  DOIRON  '05  and  TOM  MURRAY 
'05,  September  17,  2011,  in  Bethel,  ME 

JOHN  FONTAINE  '09  and  Suzanne  Johnson, 
October  1,  2011,  in  Great  Barrington,  MA 

RYAN  DAVID  SMITH  '04  and  Sarah  Mane 
Szafranowicz,  October  1,  201 1,  in  Cohasset, 
MA 

MOLLY  B.  FLETCHER  '08  and  KYLE 
LAFLAMME  '08,  October  9,  201 1,  in 

Ludlow, 

SOPHIA  E.  PEROULAKIS  '01  and  Kyle  A. 
Dulude,  October  22,  201 1,  in  Southwick,  MA 

CAITLIN  MATKOWSKY  '01  and  Jason  Prusik, 
October  29,  201 1,  in  Ocean  Township,  NJ 


1: 


MATKOWSKY  AND  PRUSIK 
Caitlin  Matkowsky  01  and 
Jason  Prusik 


Family  (representing  the  late  Brandon  Turbet 
'06),  Tony  Irujo  '82,  Kari  (Doleszny)  Sparks 
'06,  Christine  (Walsh)  Irujo  '81,  Courtney  Taylor 
'06,  Rebecca  Douglas  '06,  Vince  Greco,  Curtis 
Jones  '07,  Joshua  Roche  '06,  Sean  Marshall  '06, 
Vito  Genova  '06,  Darrell  Braggs  '06,  Renee 
Robichaud  '06,  Jeff  Forti  '08,  and  Marissa 
(Sullivan)  Forti  '07.  Bottom:  Matthew  Antonio 
'06,  Jill  Lawson  '06,  Tim  Magierowski  '06, 
Lindsay  Guido  '06,  Nathan  Schwartz  '06,  Shaela 
Demers  '06,  Jacque  Smith  '06,  Shira  Thomas  '06, 
Lindsay  Furlong  '07,  former  Dean  of  Freshman 
&  Transfer  Students  Ted  Zern,  Amanda  (Teker) 
Dooling  '03,  and  Professional  Educator  of 
Communication  Brenda  Garton-Sjoberg. 


WYSTEPEK  AND  LANGEVIN  (L-R)  Daniel  Wystepek  '02,  Kristin  (Messier)  Wystepek  '05, 
Tho  Tran  '02,  Shelley  Rose  '03,  T.J.  Sliva  '02,  Bride  Heather  (Langevin)  Wystepek,  Groom  and 
Associate  Director  of  Admissions  Christopher  Wystepek  '02/G'09,  Darryl  Konicki  '03,  Kevin 
Hassett  '02,  Senior  Assistant  Director  of  Admissions  Danielle  (Smith)  Langevin  '04/G'08, 
Gregory  Zakas  '02,  Samantha  (Michalsky)  McKeighan  '02,  Ryan  Turner  '08,  Circulation 
Security  Coordinator  Curtis  McKeighan  '02,  Julie  (Surridge)  Turner  '07,  David  Norris  '02, 
Daniel  Uttberg  '05,  and  Deirdre  Merlino  '01. 


DOIRON  AND  MURRAY 
(front)  Jay  Martyn  '05,  (L-R,  second  row)  Kelli 
Arsenault  '05,  Kristen  (Lybarger)  White  '05,  Bride 
Kaleena  (Doiron)  IVlurray  '05,  Groom  Tom  Murray  '05, 
Nicole  Spizzo  '05,  Stacey  Zielinski  '05,  and  Katrina 
(Hildreth)  Danby  '05,  (third  row)  Kyle  Arace  '05,  Julie 
(Vitone)  Arace  '05,  Sammi  (Matney)  Martyn  '06,  Kevin 
Lutter  '05,  John  Schmalberger  '05,  Brian  Romell  '07, 
Men's  Soccer  Coach  Erin  Sullivan  G'06,  Noelle 
Sullivan  '03,  Ryan  Daigle  '05,  and  Pat  Danby  '05. 


PEROULAKIS  AND  DULUDE  Sophia  Peroulakis  '01 
and  Kyle  Dulude 


LABRIE  AND  DeBONEE  Christine  Labrie 
'08/G'09  and  Mark  DeBonee  '07/G'08 


FONTAINE  AND  JOHNSON  (L-R)  Ben  DeVito  '07,  Groom  John 
Fontaine  '09,  Luke  Fontaine,  Bride  Susanne  (Johnson)  Fontaine, 
Harrison  Francett  '09,  Elissa  Jacobs  '08,  and  Brian  Szczur  '09. 


nMemoriam 


OSCAR  SELDIN  '41  (manage- 
ment/H'01).  Springfield,  MA;  Au- 
gust 6,  201 1 .  He  was  a  sergeant  in 
the  U.S.  Army  Air  Corps,  in  World 
War  II.  Oscar  was  a  tire  salesman 
until  his  retirement  in  1987.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Ruth;  a  son, 
and  a  daughter 

CARL  ARTHUR  T.  RYDELL  '42 

(engineering/business),  Springfield, 
MA:  July  21,  2011.  The  U.S.  Navy 
veteran  was  a  weather  observer 
and  aerologist  dunng  World  War  II. 
Carl  retired  as  a  lieutenant  com- 
mander from  the  Naval  Reserve. 
He  was  an  OSHA  safety  inspector 
He  IS  survived  by  his  wife,  Ellen; 
and  three  sons. 


DANA  A.  HAM  '47  (accounting), 
Wilbraham,  MA;  June  1 8,  2011 . 
He  was  a  partner  in  accounting 
firm  that  is  now  Pricewaterhouse- 
Coopers.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Helen, 

EDWIN  KALLMEYER  '48  (engi- 
neering/business), Holyoke,  MA; 
December  31 ,  201 1 .  He  was  a  first 
lieutenant  in  the  U.S.  Army  Air 
Corps  during  World  War  II,  Edwin 
was  chief  engineer  at  Amencan 
Writing  Paper.  He  is  survived  by 
a  son. 


GEORGE  JACKSON  '49  (account- 
ing), Wilbraham,  MA;  October  1, 
2011 .  George  was  a  cost  analyst 
for  the  U.S.  Air  Force  at  Westover 
Air  Base  in  Chicopee,  MA.  He 
leaves  behind  his  wife,  Kathy; 
and  two  sons. 

ROBERT  E.  BARRETT  '53  (man- 
agement/H'01),  Enfield,  CT;  June 
30,  201 1 .  Bob  was  a  veteran  of  the 
U.S,  Navy  during  World  War  II  and 
then  worked  at  Pratt  &  Whitney 
Aircraft  in  East  Hartford,  CT,  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Macolata. 


ALBERT  E.  KIRK  '61  (mechanical 
engineering),  Wilbraham,  MA; 
March  8,  201 2,  Albert  was  a  senior 
liaison  engineer  at  the  Hamilton 
Standard  Division  of  United  Tech- 
nologies. During  the  Korean  War, 
he  was  a  2nd  class  petty  officer 
in  the  U.S.  Navy.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Dorothy;  a  son;  and  four 
daughters. 

GEORGE  P.  YANKOWSKAS  '61 

(mechanical  engineering),  Venice, 
FL;  December  1 5,  201 1 .  The  U  S 
Army  veteran  worked  at  Hasbro 
Toy  Company  in  Pawtucket,  Rl. 
He  IS  survived  by  his  wife,  Irene; 
three  sons;  and  a  daughter. 
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JOHN  BYRON  NELSON 

PROFESSOR  EMERITUS  OF  INDUSTRIAL  ENGINEERING 

John  Byron  Nelson,  a  professor  emeritus  of  industrial  engineering,  was  killed  in  a 
car  accident  on  August  21,  201 1,  in  Southwick,  MA.  Byron  was  commissioned  into 
the  U.S.  Air  Force  and  worked  at  USG  and  Sylvania  Electric  prior  to  completing  his 
education  in  engineering  at  Iowa  State  and  then  his  doctorate  at  Purdue  University. 
He  was  the  chairman  of  the  Department  of  Industrial  Engineering  at  Western  New 
England  College,  from  which  he  retired  in  2001 ,  Byron  was  an  avid  volunteer  at 
church,  the  Lion's  Den.  Hospice  and  Stephen's  Ministry  counseling,  and  Boy  Scouting. 
He  was  predeceased  by  his  second  wife,  Carolyn  and  his  third  wife,  Polly  in  1999  and 
2010  respectively:  and  is  survived  by  his  first  wife,  Jeanie;  a  son;  and  two  daughters. 


PHILIP  YOUNG  '62  (mechanical 
engineering/  G'82  MBA),  West- 
field,  MA;  October  6,  201 1 .  Phillip 
worked  as  a  project  manager  at 
Hamilton  Standard  in  Windsor 
Locks,  CT.  He  is  survived  his  wife, 
Marianne;  a  son;  and  a  daughter 

PAUL  S.  GORDON  '63  (manage- 
ment). Orange,  MA;  July  10,  201 1. 
Paul  served  in  the  U.S.  Navy  in  the 
Korean  War  He  was  president  of 
Bowsteel  Corporation  in  Windsor, 
CT.  He  is  survived  by  two  sons. 

GORDON  G.  PERKINS  '63  (man- 
agement), Dennisport,  MA;  July 
18,  201 1 .  Gordon  was  a  veteran  of 
the  Korean  War,  where  he  sen/ed 
in  the  U.S.  Air  Force.  He  worked 
at  Pezrow  Food.  He  is  survived  by 
three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

EDWARD  R  BROGAN  '65  (MBA), 
Somers,  CT  October  1 1,  201 1 . 
During  the  Korean  War,  Edward 
served  as  a  radar  man  2nd  class 
in  the  U.S.  Navy.  Later  he  was  a 
special  agent  with  the  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  the  Treasury.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Lois;  and  two 
sons. 

CARLO  GIOSCIA  '65  (manage- 
ment), South  Hadley,  CT;  Septem- 
ber 25,  201 1 .  Carlo  was  interna- 
tional credit  manager  at  Buxton 
Leather  Goods.  A  U.S.  Army  veter- 
an, he  is  survived  by  a  son  and 
daughter 


EVERETT  D.  COX  '67  (engineer- 
ing/management), Leicester,  NC; 
August  31,  201 1 .  Everett  was  an 
officer  in  the  U.S.  Army  during  the 
Korean  War,  and  spent  his  career 
at  Monsanto  in  Springfield,  MA. 
He  IS  survived  by  a  son  and  three 
daughters. 

JOHN  B.  CHILDS  '67  (engineering 
management),  Wilton,  CT;  February 
19,  2012.  John  was  the  owner  of 
Capt'n  John's  Fish  Market  and  Cap- 
t'n  John's  Clambake.  He  was  a 
U.S.  Air  Force  sergeant  in  the  Kore- 
an War  He  leaves  behind  his  wife, 
Patricia. 

CHARLES  R.  MCGINNIS  '68 

(management/G'74  MBA),  Spring- 
field, MA;  October  9,  201 1 .  Charles 
has  held  executive  positions  at 
MassMutual,  Massachusetts  Hos- 
pital Association,  and  Farm  Credit 
Banks  of  Springfield  and  Omaha, 
NE.  He  served  in  the  3rd  Infantn/ 
of  the  U.S.  Army.  He  is  survived  by 
his  former  wife,  Carol;  two  daugh- 
ters; and  a  son. 

WILLIAM  J.  YOURWITH  '69 
(MBA),  Derby,  CT  January  22, 
2012.  A  decorated  Korean  War  vet- 
eran. Bill  authored  and  published 
three  books  on  computer  security, 
as  well  as  owned  the  Business 
Center  in  Bridgeport,  CT.  He  also 
operated  Center  Realty  and  Devel- 
opment Company.  He  leaves  be- 
hind his  wife,  Mary;  and  a  son. 


CHARLES  B.  MCCULLAGH  '70 

(MBA),  Naples,  FL;  January  12, 
2012.  Charlie  served  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  dunng  the  Korean  He  found- 
ed Parts  Service  International, 
headquartered  in  Westfield,  MA. 
He  IS  survived  by  his  wife.  Celeste; 
three  sons;  and  two  daughters. 

NiCHOLAS  R  DANIELE  '71  (me- 
chanical engineering),  Southwick, 
MA;  December  8,  201 1 .  Nick 
served  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  dunng 
the  Vietnam  era.  He  was  an  engi- 
neer for  the  Department  of  De- 
fense at  G-E.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Lynda;  and  a  son. 

STEPHEN  J.  BLANCHARD  '72 

(electrical  engineering),  Exton,  PA; 
August  13,  201 1.  Stephen  was  the 
director  of  facilities  engineering  at 
the  Veterans  Affairs  Medical  Cen- 
ter in  Coatesville,  PA.  He  leaves 
behind  his  wife.  Shirley;  and  three 
daughters. 

CELIA  A.  ANDRIELLO  '73  (Eng- 
lish), Orlando,  FL,  September  21, 
201 1 .  Celia  is  survived  by  a  son. 

MICHAEL  T  FARLEY  '74  (MBA), 
Hockessin,  DE;  December  18, 
201 1 .  Michael  was  a  first  lieu- 
tenant in  the  U.S.  Army  in  Vietnam. 
He  worked  for  3M  Co.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Sandra;  a  son; 
and  two  daughters. 


FRANK  A.  SCIBELLI  '74  (electrical 
engineering),  Wilbraham,  MA;  Jan- 
uary 14,  2012,  Frank  was  an  engi- 
neer at  Hamilton  Standard  and  a 
teacher  at  Minnechaug  Regional 
High  School  in  Wilbraham,  MA. 
He  leaves  behind  a  son  and  two 
daughters, 

GEORGE  N.  SEVIGNY  '74  (histo- 
ry), Springfield,  MA,  February  22, 
2012.  The  second  colonel  in  the 
Army  Reserves  received  many 
medals.  He  later  worked  at  the 
Springfield  Police  Department  and 
the  U.S.  Postal  Service.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  daughter;  and  two 
sons.  He  was  predeceased  by  his 
wife,  Claire;  and  a  son. 

WILLIAM  WELCH'  74  (MBA),  Stur- 
bndge,  MA,  January  5,  2012.  He 
was  a  corporal  in  the  U.S.  Manne 
Corps  and  later  was  a  business 
teacher  at  Southbridge  (MA)  High 
School  and  Sanderson  Academy. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Jean; 
two  sons;  and  two  daughters. 

BUEL  HENRY  JR.  '75  (manage- 
mentyG'78  MBA),  Hilton  Head,  SC; 
July  10,  201 1 ,  Bud  was  the  vice 
president  of  purchasing  for  Tindall 
Corporation  in  Spartanburg,  SC.  He 
IS  sur\/ived  by  his  wife,  Donna-Rae; 
and  two  daughters 

MICHAEL  MARK  LEONCZYK  '76 

(accounting),  Westfield,  MA; 
March  20,  2012.  Michael  was  the 
executive  vice-president  and  chief 
financial  officer  at  Konica  Minolta 
Business  Solutions  in  New  Jersey 
for  the  last  25  years.  Prior  to  that 
he  was  a  CPA  serving  as  a  senior 
audit  manager  for  Prlcewater- 
house.  He  leaves  his  wife, 
Deborah;  and  a  daughter. 

JANE  W.  (MCHUGH)  ANDER- 
SON '77  (MBA).  Fitchburg,  MA; 
October  1 9,  201 1 ,  Jane  was  a 
professor  and  associate  dean  of 
financial  services  at  Mt,  Wachusett 
Community  College  in  Gardner, 
MA.  She  leaves  behind  a  son  and 
a  daughter  She  was  predeceased 
by  a  daughter 


JOHN  F.  PRZYBYCIEN  77  (fi- 
nance), Ludlow,  MA,  August  26, 
201 1  John  worked  at  various  nnan- 
ufacturing  companies,  including 
Shearson  and  Hamel 

PAUL  H.  RACINE  77  (law  enforce- 
ment), Holyoke,  MA;  June  11, 
201 1 .  Paul  served  in  the  U.S.  Army 
Corps  during  World  War  II  and  then 
the  U.S.  Air  Force.  He  was  a  cap- 
tain in  the  Hoiyoke  (MA)  Police 
Department.  He  is  survived  by  a 
daughter. 

JEAN  FERGUSON-WEST  78  (law 
enforcement),  Springfield,  MA; 
September  8,  201 1 .  Jean  worked 
for  the  federal  government  for  43 
years,  first  as  a  civilian  with  the 
U.S.  Air  Force,  then  as  one  of  the 
first  two  African  American  women 
in  the  U.S.  Postal  Service,  where 
she  was  supervisor  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  second  husband, 
Harvey;  and  three  daughters. 

ANTHONY  J.  PETRONINO  78 

(electrical  engineering),  Colorado 
Spnngs,  CO;  July  14,  201 1 .  Tony 
was  a  nfleman  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Army  National  Guard.  An  en- 
gineer, he  was  employed  by  Xerox, 
United  Aircraft,  General  Electric, 
and  Digital  Equipment  in  Colorado, 
upstate  New  York,  Connecticut, 
and  Florida. 

JOSEPH  E.  CIENCIWA  79  (ac- 
counting/G'86  MBA),  Chicopee, 
MA;  January  2,  201 2.  He  was  an 
accountant  for  the  Pioneer  Valley 
(MA)  Planning  Commission. 
Joseph  IS  survived  by  his  wife, 
Donna;  and  a  son. 

ROBERT  W.  FEATHLER  SR.  79 

(law  enforcement),  Spnngfield, 
MA;  July  22,  201 1 .  Robert  was 
an  East  Longmeadow  (MA)  Police 
sergeant.  He  is  survived  by  two 
daughters  and  a  son. 

KEVIN  R  MALKOWICZ  79  (psy- 
chology), Clifton,  NJ;  July  1 ,  201 1 . 
He  was  an  adjunct  professor  of  law 
at  Western  New  England. 


GEORGE  C.  DAVIS  '80  (MBA), 
Roselawn,  AL,  Januan/  4,  201 2. 
George  was  a  lieutenant  colonel 
in  the  U.S.  Army.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  Judith. 

KEVIN  MILONE  '80  (finance), 
Butler,  NJ;  July  9,  2011.  Kevin 
was  a  cost  control  administrator  at 
Silverstein  Properties  in  New  York 
City.  He  also  worked  at  the  Free- 
dom Tower  construction  project 
at  the  World  Trade  Center.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Lori;  two 
daughters;  and  a  son. 

JOSEPH  J.  SUPERNEAU  '80 

(engineering/management), 
Spnngfield,  MA;  Januan/ 3,  2012. 
Joseph  was  executive  director  of 
the  Spnngfield  Water  and  Sewer 
Commission.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Margaret;  a  son;  and  two 
daughters. 

CHARLES  M.  KINNEY  '81 

(mechanical  engineering),  Oneida, 
NY;  June  18,  2011.  Charles  was  an 
engineer  at  General  Electric  in  both 
Schenectady,  NY,  and  Lynn,  MA. 

DAVID  M.  OUIMETTE  '81  (market- 
ing), Southampton,  MA;  November 
2,  201 1 .  He  was  a  production  ana- 
lyst for  the  Southwood  Company. 
David  was  also  a  member  for  the 
Massachusetts  National  Guard.  He 
leaves  behind  his  companion,  Lin- 
da; and  a  son. 

REGINA  (LIVOLSKI)  ZAIKOWSKI 

'81  (accounting),  Florence,  MA; 
October  21,  2011.  Regina  was  the 
director  of  fiscal  affairs  and  finan- 
cial aid  for  the  School  of  Social 
Work  at  Smith  College.  She  leaves 
behind  her  husband,  Michael 
G'05;  and  a  son. 

STEPHAN  B.  CARPLUK  '81 

(general  business);  Wilbraham, 
MA;  July  20,  2011  Stephan 
worked  in  the  family  business: 
Yankee  Electric.  He  is  suPv/ived 
by  a  daughter. 

DAVID  FRANCIS  SULLIVAN  '84 

(MBA),  Norwood,  MA;  Februan/  2, 
2012.  David  worked  at  Battelle 
Memorial  Lab.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife  Carol;  a  son;  and  daughter. 


DONALD  J.  BOULANGER  '85 

(marketing),  Easthampton,  MA; 
September  28,  201 1 .  Donald  was 
the  vice  president  for  Richard  Fuel 
and  Heating  in  Easthampton.  He  is 
suPi/ived  by  his  wife,  Thelma;  two 
sons;  and  two  daughters 

SUSAN  M.  BURKHART  '85 
(MBA),  Westfield,  MA;  July  28, 
201 1 .  Susan  worked  for  Cigna 
Insurance  Co.  in  Bloomfield,  CT. 

BRUCE  JONES  '86  (MBA),  Clin- 
ton, MA;  October  20,  201 1 .  He 
served  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force.  Bruce 
was  an  analyst  at  Kollmorgen  in 
Northampton,  MA,  and  also 
worked  at  JPS  Elastics  in  East- 
hampton, MA,  and  at  Stevens 
Roofing  in  Holyoke,  MA.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Linda;  a  son; 
and  a  daughter. 

JAMES  J.  DUQUETTE  '87/L1 1 
(finance/law),  Spnngfield,  MA;  De- 
cember 20,  201 1 .  James  was  an 
information  technology  analyst  at 
The  Phoenix  Insurance  Company. 

JUNE  M.  WHITNEY  '87  (manage- 
ment), Spnngfield,  MA;  May  27, 
201 1 .  June  was  an  employee  at 
Eastern  States  Farmers  Exchange 
(Agway),  Mass  Mutual  Agency,  and 
Mass  Mutual  Home  Office.  While 
working  full-time,  she  served  in  the 
U  S  Naval  Reserves. 

JOHN  R  FORD  JR.  '88  (MBA), 
New  Bedford,  MA,  October  29, 
201 1 .  John  served  in  the  U.S. 
Army  Medical  Service  Corps  and 
then  in  the  Army  Reserves  until  his 
retirement  as  lieutenant  colonel. 
He  was  awarded  many  commen- 
dations and  awards  for  his  service 
in  Vietnam.  John  was  the  director 
of  facilities  for  the  Greater  New 
Bedford  (MA)  Community  Health 
Center.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife; 
and  two  sons. 

PAUL  J.  GENDREAU  '88  (general 
business),  Marshfield,  MA;  May  7, 
201 1 .  Paul  was  a  self-employed 
contractor  before  recently  joining 
Champion  Window  and  Door 
Company  of  Avon,  MA.  He  leaves 
behind  a  wife.  Kerne;  a  son;  and  a 
daughter. 


DAVID  T.  BERTE  '90  (law  enforce- 
ment), Spnngfield,  MA;  December 
3,  201 1 .  David  was  a  truant  officer 
for  the  Spnngfield  School  Depart- 
ment. He  most  recently  worked  at 
the  Blarney  Stone  Tavern  in  Spring- 
field 

JAMES  M.  CLANCY  '92  (law  en- 
forcement), Bridgewater,  MA;  Jan- 
uary 16,  2012.  James  was  a  police 
officer  in  Randolph,  MA  He  leaves 
behind  his  wife,  Jean;  and  three 
sons, 

THOMAS  W.  NEFR  JR.  '98  (law 
enforcement/G'OO  criminal  justice). 
West  Newbun/,  MA;  December  19, 
201 1 .  Thomas  was  a  crime  scene 
photographer,  fingerprint  expert, 
and  computer  forensic  examiner 
for  the  Massachusetts  State 
Police.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Virginia;  a  son;  and  a  daughter. 

DAVID  L.  BUTTERFIELD,  JR.  '99 

(MBA),  Dayton,  OH,  March  11, 
201 1 .  He  was  a  major  in  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  and  was  he  was  instruc- 
tor and  the  course  director  for  sys- 
tems engineering  management  at 
the  Air  Force  Institute  of  Technolo- 
gy at  Wright  Patterson  Air  Force 
Base  in  Dayton,  OH. 

JESSICA  ANN  SIMPSON  '01 

(management),  Holyoke,  MA, 
Februan/  2,  2012.  Jessica  was  a 
distnct  manager  at  Claire's  Bou- 
tique and  most  recently  was  an 
assistant  manager  at  Home  Goods 
in  East  Longmeadow,  MA. 

MICHAEL  J.  JESTER  '02  (manage- 
ment), East  Longmeadow,  MA; 
May  18,  201 1 .  Michael  was  a 
reservist  with  the  U.S.  Air  Force 
for  10  years.  He  is  survived  by  a 
daughter 

KENNETH  NAGY  JR.  '03  (MS 

criminal  justice),  Hamilton,  MA; 
Februan/  24,  2012.  Kenneth  was 
a  sergeant  with  the  Hamilton  (MA) 
Police  Department.  He  leaves  be- 
hind his  wife,  Katherine;  and  two 
sons. 


AthleticReunions  |  bybrendanpaynel'12 

Former  Women's  Basketball 
Golden  Bears  Hit  the  Court  Again 


FOURTEEN  FORMER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL  TEAM  SPENT  A  DAY  REMINISCING  ABOUT  PAST 
GLORIES  DURING  THE  TEAM'S  REUNION  ON  JANUARY  14,  2012.  AN  ALUMNI  GAME  WAS  HELD  AND  LUNCH  WAS 
SERVED  IN  THE  DOWNES  HALL  OF  FAME  BEFORE  THE  ALUMS  WATCHED  THE  CURRENT  SOUAD  TAKE  ON  EASTERN 
NAZARENE  UNIVERSITY  IN  A  CONFERENCE  MATCHUP  THE  GET-TOGETHER,  ORGANIZED  BY  COACH  NICOLE  CHASZAR, 
INCLUDED  ALUMNI  FROM  AS  FAR  AWAY  AS  BOSTON,  NEW  JERSEY  AND  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


For  Taryn  Belowsky  '11,  who  took  part  in  last  year's  reunion  as  a 
current  player,  the  decision  to  return  to  campus  for  her  first  reunion 
as  an  alum  was  easy.  The  team  was  an  important  part  of  her  col- 
lege expenence  and  the  reunion  was  a  great  way  to  reconnect 
with  her  fellow  Golden  Bears.  "  It's  fun  to  get  back  in  the  gym  with 
old  teammates  and  others  who  were  m  the  program  before  I  came 
to  the  University.  It's  a  nice  way  to  stay  connected  and  catch  up 
with  fnends  in  a  fun,  usually  silly,  but  competitive  way,"  she  said. 

Alumni  involvement  is  crucial  to  the  team's  success.  "I  think 
having  alumni  support  helps  the  team  in  more  ways  then  we 
know,"  said  junior  guard  Emily  Savino.  "Just  simply  seeing  all  of 
these  girls  come  back  to  play  and  reunite  shows  the  type  of  family 
that  is  created  at  Western  New  England.  They  are  the  ones  who 
have  paved  the  way  for  this  program  and  the  success  we  currently 
have.  Personally,  I  have  learned  from  a  few  of  the  alumni  that  four 
years  of  basketball  at  Western  New  England  doesn't  come  with- 
out a  strong  commitment  and  dedication  day  in  and  day  out.  It  is 
this  attitude  that  transitions  to  life  after  basketball  as  well." 


And  participating  on  a  team  can  be  a  powerful  experience  for 
learning  about  leadership.  Taryn,  who  is  pursuing  her  MEd  in 
School  Counseling  at  Suffolk  University,  applies  the  skills  she 
learned  on  the  court  to  her  even/day  life.  "Being  captain  for  two 
years  really  allowed  me  to  see  things  from  a  different  angle.  It  gave 
me  the  challenge  of  working  with  the  coaching  staff  but  also  mak- 
ing sure  my  teammates'  needs  were  met.  I  also  worked  with  a  lot 
of  different  people,  which  will  help  me  in  my  future  career" 

For  sophomore  guard  All  Pessolano,  who  is  an  Elementary  Edu- 
cation and  Psychology  double  major,  playing  on  the  basketball  team 
has  prepared  her  for  her  future  career  in  teaching.  "I  was  named 
captain  of  the  201 1-2012  season  and  I  have  been  able  to  improve 
my  communication  with  people  and  help  them  with  their  struggles 
in  the  game  or  even  their  lives  to  help  them  get  through  the  long 
season,  just  like  I  will  have  to  do  when  I  become  a  teacher" 

The  Golden  Bears  finished  with  a  14-13  record  for  the  program's 
13th  winning  season  in  the  last  14  years  and  advanced  to  the 
Commonwealth  Coast  Conference  tournament  semifinals.  ■ 
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WELLEN  G.  DAVISON 
PROFESSOR  EMERITUS  OF  MECHANICAL  ENGINEERING 


Wellen  G.  Davison,  an  exemplary 
teacher  and  scholar,  and  a  2002 
College  of  Engineering  Hall  of  Fame 
Inductee,  died  on  June  12,  2012,  in 
Mornstown,  NJ. 

He  was  a  strong  advocate  for 
prepanng  students  for  emerging  fields 
and  technologies.  "We  must  stay 
abreast  of  changing  technologies," 
Wellen  said  in  an  oral  history  interview 
in  1984.  "It  used  to  be  that  you  could 
graduate  from  college  and  for  the  next 
40  years  you  could  maintain  your  pro- 
ficiency in  your  profession"  without 
learning  new  technological  skills. 
"Today,  10  years  and  you  are  dated." 

An  annual  engineering  award  at  the 
College  is  named  for  him.  In  celebra- 
tion of  his  dedication  to  the  institution, 
the  Wellen  Davison  Seminar  was  inau- 
gurated upon  his  retirement  in  1989.  It 
is  now  an  annual  professional  develop- 
ment event  designed  to  help  faculty 
members  integrate  technology  into 
their  course  instruction  and  improve 
the  University's  teaching  and  learning 
environment. 

The  Springfield  native  was  a  first 
lieutenant  in  the  Army  Air  Corps  during 
World  War  II.  He  received  his  BS  from 


Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  his 
MS  from  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Insti- 
tute, and  his  PhD  from  the  University 
of  Connecticut — all  in  mechanical 
engineering. 

Wellen's  career  began  at  Westing- 
house  Electnc  Corporation  from  1949 
to  1958,  where  he  was  senior  design 
engineer.  He  began  teaching  at  West- 
ern New  England  in  1951  and  served 
as  a  full-time  faculty  member  from 
1958  to  1989. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Sigma  XI, 
Sigma  Beta  Tau,  and  Phi  Tau  Sigma 
honorary  engineering  societies:  the 
American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engi- 
neers (ASME);  and  the  Engineenng  So- 
ciety of  Western  Massachusetts.  He 
also  received  the  ASME  Dedicated 
Service  Award  and  was  a  member  of 
the  former  Old  First  Church  Court 
Square  for  over  50  years  where  he 
served  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  and 
the  Property  Committee. 

Wellen  is  survived  by  a  daughter. 
He  was  predeceased  by  his  wife, 
Elizabeth. 

Memonal  contnbutions  may  be 
made  to  the  College  of  Engineering. 
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Upcoming  Events 


August  22-30 

Alumni  Trip  to  Scotland 

August  25 

Master's  Degrees  Celebration 
Rivers  Memorial  Hall 

August  25 

Alumni  Trip  to  Fenway 
Boston  Red  Sox  vs. 
Kansas  City  Royals 

August  30 

Sport  Management 
Alumni  Reunion  at 
Rentschler  Field 

September  24 

Athletics  Golf  Classic 

September  28 

Golden  Grads  Luncheon 
Downes  Hall  of  Fame  Dinner 

September  29 

Homecoming  Festivities 


September  30 

Men's  Soccer  Reunion 

The  Brandon  Turbet 
Memorial  Homecoming  5K 

October  11 

Engineering  Mentoring  Dinner 
October  12 

Skookum  Award  Dinner 
October  12-13 

Family  and  Friends  Weekend 
October  18 

President's  Reception  in 
Washington,  DC 

November  17 

Alumni  Bus  Trip  to 
New  York  City 

December  1 

Hockey  Alumni  Day 


For  details  on  alumni  events, 
contact  Kristina  Oleksak  at 
kristina.oleksak@wne.edu 
or  413-782-1557. 


Regain  Your  BEARings! 

Homecoming  2012 
September  28-30 

For  details  visit  www.wne.edii/alumni. 


